ETS) PRAXIS.

®

The Praxis’ Study Companion

Chinese (Mandarin):
World Language

5665

www.ets.org/praxis



http://www.ets.org/praxis

Welcome to the Praxis® Study Companion

Welcome to the Praxis® Study Companion

Prepare to Show What You Know

You have been working to acquire the knowledge and skills you need for your teaching career. Now you are
ready to demonstrate your abilities by taking a Praxis® test.

Using the Praxis® Study Companion is a smart way to prepare for the test so you can do your best on test day.
This guide can help keep you on track and make the most efficient use of your study time.

The Study Companion contains practical information and helpful tools, including:

- An overview of the Praxis tests
- Specific information on the Praxis test you are taking
- A template study plan
« Study topics
« Practice questions and explanations of correct answers
- Test-taking tips and strategies
- Frequently asked questions
- Links to more detailed information
So where should you start? Begin by reviewing this guide in its entirety and note those sections that you need

to revisit. Then you can create your own personalized study plan and schedule based on your individual needs
and how much time you have before test day.

Keep in mind that study habits are individual. There are many different ways to successfully prepare for your
test. Some people study better on their own, while others prefer a group dynamic. You may have more energy
early in the day, but another test taker may concentrate better in the evening. So use this guide to develop the
approach that works best for you.

Your teaching career begins with preparation. Good luck!
Know What to Expect

Which tests should | take?

Each state or agency that uses the Praxis tests sets its own requirements for which test or tests you must take for
the teaching area you wish to pursue.

Before you register for a test, confirm your state or agency’s testing requirements at www.ets.org/praxis/states.

How are the Praxis tests given?

Praxis tests are given on computer. Other formats are available for test takers approved for accommodations (see
page 61).
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What should | expect when taking the test on computer?

When taking the test on computer, you can expect to be asked to provide proper identification at the test
center. Once admitted, you will be given the opportunity to learn how the computer interface works (how to
answer questions, how to skip questions, how to go back to questions you skipped, etc.) before the testing time
begins. Watch the What to Expect on Test Day video to see what the experience is like.

Where and when are the Praxis tests offered?

You can select the test center that is most convenient for you. The Praxis tests are administered through an
international network of test centers, which includes Prometric® Testing Centers, some universities, and other
locations throughout the world.

Testing schedules may differ, so see the Praxis web site for more detailed test registration information at www.
ets.org/praxis/register.

|
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1. Learn About Your Test

Learn about the specific test you will be taking

Chinese (Mandarin): World Language (5665)

Test at a Glance

Test Name Chinese (Mandarin): World Language

Test Code 5665

Time Approximately 3 hours (not including the Listening Practice section)
Number of Questions 75 selected-response questions and 8 constructed-response tasks
Format Listening Practice section (not scored). Listening with Cultural Knowledge;

6 selected-response questions (10 minutes)

Section 1. Listening with Cultural Knowledge; 36 selected-response questions
(50 minutes)

Section 2. Reading with Cultural Knowledge; 39 selected-response questions
(50 minutes)

Section 3. Writing with 4 constructed-response tasks (60 minutes)
Section 4. Speaking with 4 constructed-response tasks (20 minutes)

Note: This test will include questions with an audio component in the Listening
and Speaking sections.

Test Delivery Computer delivered
Approximate Approximate
Content Categories Number of Percentage of
Questions Examination
I Interpretive Listening (excluding 30 selected response 26%

Listening Practice): includes
embedded linguistic content

Il. Interpretive Reading: includes 30 selected response 26%
embedded linguistic content

lll.  Cultural Knowledge: included as 15 selected response 12%
part of Sections 1 (Listening) and
2 (Reading)

IV. Writing: Phonetic Transcription, 4 constructed response 18%
Interpersonal Writing, (writing tasks)

Presentational Writing, and
Integrated Skills

V. Speaking: Integrated Skills, 4 constructed response 18%
Presentational Speaking, (speaking tasks)
Interpersonal Speaking, and
Phonetic Read-Aloud

|
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About This Test

This computer-delivered test is designed to measure
the knowledge, skills, and abilities of examinees

who have had preparation in a program for teaching
Mandarin Chinese in grades K-12. Because programs
in teaching Mandarin Chinese are offered at both
the undergraduate and graduate levels, the test is
appropriate for examinees at either level.

The questions in the Listening section are based
on audio selections. The questions in the Reading

section are based on text selections and visual images.

Questions in both the Listening and Reading sections
are in selected-response format, and all questions and
answer choices are presented in Chinese characters.
The questions and answer choices in the Listening
section are also displayed in phonetic transcription
(Hanyu Pinyin).

The tasks in the Writing and Speaking sections are in
constructed-response format. In the Writing section,
you will respond by typing in Chinese characters.

In the Speaking section, you will respond in spoken
Mandarin Chinese. The tasks in the Speaking section
are based on text and audio materials. The Writing
section uses only text materials. The Writing and
Speaking sections also include tasks that assess your
skill in writing and reading using the Hanyu Pinyin
phonetic transcription system.

Before the test begins, you will be asked to select
either simplified characters or traditional characters
for displaying Chinese text and for typing your
responses in the Writing section. In the Reading
section, however, to assess your ability to read both
simplified and traditional characters, some text
selections and the questions based on them will be
displayed in simplified characters only, while others
will appear in traditional characters only, regardless of
the preference you selected.

The test may contain some questions that do not
count toward your score.

Test Specifications

Test specifications in this chapter describe the
knowledge and skills measured by the test. Study
topics to help you prepare to answer test questions
can be found on page 55.

I.  Content Categories|, Il, IV,and V -
Language, Linguistics, and Comparisons
(88%)

A. Demonstrating language proficiency in
the target language at the Advanced Low
level for Listening and Speaking, and at
the Intermediate High level for Reading
and Writing (both levels as described in
the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages [ACTFL] Proficiency
Guidelines)

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

1. Knows how to communicate in the target
language with native speakers unaccustomed
to interacting with nonnative speakers, with
sufficient accuracy, clarity, and precision to
convey the intended message

2. Knows how to communicate in the
interpersonal mode (speaking) by
participating actively in informal and formal
conversations on topics covering home,
school, leisure activities, and current events

3. Knows how to communicate in the
interpersonal mode (writing) by using
Chinese characters in written exchanges on
daily topics

4. Comprehends in the interpretive mode
(listening) main ideas and supporting details
of audio segments, such as news items, short
stories, social notices, and reports on familiar
topics that deal with factual information

5. Comprehends in the interpretive mode
(reading) main ideas and supporting details
of printed texts, such as news items, short
stories, social notices, and reports on familiar
topics that deal with factual information

6. Knows how to read effectively and
understand written texts in traditional and
simplified characters

7. Knows how to negotiate meaning in order to
sustain an interaction

The Praxis® Study Companion
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8. Knows how to move beyond literal
comprehension in the interpretive mode
(listening) by inferring the meaning of
unfamiliar words and phrases in new
contexts, by inferring and interpreting the
speaker’s intent, and by offering a personal
interpretation of the message

9. Knows how to move beyond literal
comprehension in the interpretive mode
(reading) by inferring the meaning of
unfamiliar words and phrases in new
contexts, by inferring and interpreting the
author’s intent, and by offering a personal
interpretation of the message

10.Understands the gist of normal
conversational speech on a variety of topics

11.Knows how to communicate in the
presentational mode (writing) by using
Chinese characters to write routine social
correspondence, as well as coherent
narratives, descriptions, and summaries about
familiar topics of a factual nature in paragraph
length in present, past, and future time

12.Knows how to communicate orally in the
presentational mode (speaking) by delivering
oral presentations on familiar literary or
cultural topics and by incorporating
extralinguistic support to facilitate oral
presentations that are extemporaneous or
prepared but not read

B. Understanding linguistics —linguistic
features of the target language

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

1. Understands the elements of phonetics and
phonology and can demonstrate accuracy in
pronouncing the four tones of Mandarin
Chinese and transcribing the sounds of
Mandarin Chinese using the Hanyu Pinyin
phonetic transcription system

2. Recognizes key cohesive devices
(conjunctions and adverbs) used in
connected discourse

3. Understands high-frequency idiomatic
expressions and can infer the meaning of
words and sentences

4. Knows how to explain the rules that govern
the formation of words and sentences in the
target language

5. Knows how to exemplify the rules with
examples from the target language, such as
the verbal system, pronouns, word order, and
interrogatives, in terms of both regularities
and irregularities

6. Knows how to identify and use pragmatic
and sociolinguistic conventions and register
(formal and informal forms of address)

C. Comparison of target language with
English

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

1. Knows how to identify similarities and
differences between the target language and
English

2. Knows how to contrast syntactical patterns of
simple sentences and questions with those of
English

Il. Content Category lll - Cultures,
Literatures, and Cross-disciplinary
Concepts (12%)

A. Demonstrating cultural understanding—
connections among the perspectives,
practices, and products of the target
culture

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

1. Knows the three Ps:

a.  perspectives (such as attitudes, ideas,
beliefs, and values)

b.  practices (patterns of behavior and social
interaction, such as greetings, turn
taking, and rites of passage)

¢ products (such as tools, foods, laws, art,
literature, and music)

2. Recognizes the value and role of authentic
literary and cultural texts—such as songs,
poems, rhymes and chants, children’s books,
narrative text, and novels—and the use of
those texts to interpret and reflect on the
perspectives of the target culture
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Test Sections

Listening Practice Section - Interpretive
Listening with Cultural Knowledge

This section allows you to listen to an audio selection
in Mandarin Chinese and to practice answering
questions based on that selection in the time
allotted. This section is timed separately from the
Listening section that follows, and the time you
spend practicing will not be counted toward the time
allotted to answering the questions in the Listening
section. The questions in this section will NOT be
scored and will NOT affect your results in any way.

Section 1 - Interpretive Listening with
Cultural Knowledge

In this section, you will hear a variety of audio
selections, such as radio broadcasts, narratives, and
dialogues, in Mandarin Chinese. Each selection will be
played twice. After hearing a selection the first time,
you will have 60 seconds to preview the questions
before the selection plays a second time. You may
take notes as you listen, using the scratch paper that is
provided to you. Your notes will not be graded.

After listening to a selection the second time, you

will see six questions (each with four answer choices)
presented one at a time. For each question, choose
the answer that is best according to the selection. The
last two questions may test your cultural and linguistic
knowledge.

The questions and answer choices will be displayed in
simplified or traditional characters (according to the
preference you selected) and in phonetic transcription
(Hanyu Pinyin).

You will have 25 seconds to answer each question.
A clock at the top of the screen will show how much
time is remaining to answer the question. When the
response time ends, you will automatically go on to
the next question. You will not be able to return to
previous questions.

The entire Listening section lasts approximately
50 minutes.

Section 2 - Interpretive Reading With
Cultural Knowledge

In this section you will read a variety of text selections,
such as newspaper articles and literary excerpts, in
Chinese. You may take notes as you read, using the
scratch paper that is provided to you. Your notes will
not be graded. Each selection is accompanied by six
questions, each with four answer choices. For each
question, choose the answer that is best according

to the selection. The last two questions may test your
cultural and linguistic knowledge.

To assess your ability to read both simplified and
traditional characters, some reading selections and
the questions based on them will be displayed in
simplified characters only, while others will appear
in traditional characters only, regardless of the
preference you selected.

This section also includes some individual cultural-
knowledge questions based on visual images, such as
paintings, drawings, and photographs. In these cases
the question and answer choices will be displayed in
simplified or traditional characters, according to the
preference you selected.

You will have 50 minutes to complete the Reading
section. A clock at the top of the screen will show how
much time is remaining.

Cultural Knowledge

- Cultural knowledge questions are included as
part of Section 1 (Listening) and Section 2
(Reading)

- Cultural knowledge questions focus on
connections among the perspectives, practices,
and products of the target culture

|
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Section 3 - Phonetic Transcription,
Interpersonal Writing, Presentational
Writing, and Integrated Skills

This section includes four tasks designed to measure
different aspects of your ability to write in Chinese.
You should respond to each task as completely and
appropriately as possible. You may take notes as

you work on the tasks, using the scratch paper that
is provided to you. Your notes will not be used in
evaluating your responses.

For the first task (Phonetic Transcription), you will

be writing your response in Latin letters and Arabic
numerals, as you would when writing in English. For
the remaining tasks, you will be writing your response
in Chinese characters. Use the SHIFT key (press and
release the SHIFT key without touching any other key
on the keyboard) whenever you need to switch from
Chinese input to English input or from English input to
Chinese input.

Both Chinese text that is displayed for you to read and
your written responses to the second, third, and fourth
tasks will appear in simplified or traditional characters,
according to the preferences you selected.

For the second, third, and fourth tasks, you will be
writing your response in Chinese characters using

the Microsoft Pinyin Input Method Editor (IME). You
should familiarize yourself with this input method and
practice using it before taking the test. For information
on setting up the IME, click on this link: Type in
Chinese, Japanese, and other character-based

languages.

You will have 60 minutes to complete the four tasks,
so you will need to pace yourself as you work in order
to allot an appropriate amount of time to each task.

A clock at the top of the screen will show how much
time is remaining. For the tasks where you will be
writing your response in Chinese characters, a counter
at the top of the typing area will show how many
characters you have typed.

Your response to the Phonetic Transcription task will
be evaluated on the accuracy of your spelling and
tone indicators.

Your written responses to the other tasks will be
evaluated on the following criteria

-+ The extent to which the assigned task is
completed

- Overall comprehensibility to a native speaker of
Chinese who is not accustomed to the writing of
nonnative learners

- Accuracy and appropriateness of content

- Presentation of ideas in a related and logical
manner

- Appropriateness of vocabulary
- Accuracy of grammar and mechanics

- Cohesiveness (including use of varied sentence
structure and transitional expression, where
appropriate)

- Appropriateness of register for a given task
and/or reader

Phonetic Transcription

You will be asked to transcribe a text written in
Chinese characters into Hanyu Pinyin using Latin
letters and Arabic numerals (to indicate tones). At
the end of each syllable (representing one Chinese
character), type a numeral (1-4) to indicate the tone
(no numeral for neutral tone) followed by a space
(or punctuation) to separate it from the next syllable.
Example: Ni3 hao3 ma?

Interpersonal Writing: Response to an E-mail
or Letter

You will be asked to read an e-mail or letter and to
write an appropriate response in Chinese. You should
manage your time to allow for planning, writing, and
revising your response. The length of your response
should be at least 100 characters.

Presentational Writing: Opinion/Position Essay

You will be asked to write an essay in Chinese on a
specific topic. Your essay should include reasons
and/or examples to support your opinion. You should
manage your time to allow for planning, writing, and
revising your response. The length of your response
should be at least 200 characters.

The Praxis® Study Companion
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Presentational Writing: Integrated Skills

You will be asked to read a passage in Chinese and

to complete a writing task based on that passage.

You should manage your time to allow for planning,
writing, and revising your response. The length of your
response should be at least 200 characters.

Section 4 - Integrated Skills, Presentational
Speaking, Interpersonal Speaking, and
Phonetic Read-Aloud

This section includes four tasks designed to measure
different aspects of your ability to speak Mandarin
Chinese. Chinese text that is displayed for you to read
will appear in simplified or traditional characters,
according to the preference you selected.

You will be given specific directions for each task,
including how much time you will have to prepare
and how much time you will have to record your
spoken response. You may make notes as you
prepare your response, using the scratch paper that
is provided to you. Your notes will not be used in
evaluating your responses. For both preparation and
response, a clock on the screen will show how much
time is remaining.

At the end of the preparation time, a tone will signal
you to begin speaking. Although you need not speak
for the entire time allotted, you should respond as
fully and appropriately as possible. When the response
time ends, you will automatically proceed to the next
task; you will not be able to return to any previous
task. The Speaking section lasts approximately 20
minutes.

Your spoken responses (except for the Phonetic Read-
Aloud task) will be evaluated on the following criteria:

« The extent to which the assigned task is
completed

- Overall comprehensibility to a native speaker of
Mandarin Chinese who is not accustomed to
interacting with nonnative speakers

- Accuracy and appropriateness of content

- Presentation of ideas in a related and logical
manner

- Appropriateness of vocabulary
- Accuracy of grammar and pronunciation

« Fluency of delivery and cohesiveness (including
use of varied sentence structure and transitional
expressions where appropriate)

- Appropriateness of register for a given task
and/or listener

If you do not know specific vocabulary, you should
try to express yourself as well as you can, using
circumlocution if necessary. If you make a mistake and
correct it soon afterward, it will not be considered a
mistake.

Your response to the Phonetic Read-Aloud task will be
evaluated on the accuracy of your pronunciation and
the clarity of your reading.

Presentational Speaking: Integrated Skills

You will be asked to speak in Mandarin Chinese on a
topic related to the same passage that you previously
read for the Integrated Skills Writing task. First, you
will read and hear the topic and the requirements for
your response. You will have three minutes to review
the passage and prepare your response. Then you will
have two minutes to record your response.

Presentational Speaking: Express an Opinion or
Make an Oral Presentation

You will be asked to express your opinion or make an
oral presentation in Mandarin Chinese on a specific
topic. First, you will read and hear the topic and the
requirements for your response. You will have two
minutes to prepare your response. Then you will have
two minutes to record your response.

Interpersonal Speaking: Simulated
Conversation

You will participate in a simulated conversation in
Mandarin Chinese. First, you will read and hear the
context of the conversation. Then you will have 30
seconds to read an outline of the conversation: in
each pair of lines, the first line will give you an idea

of what you will hear, and the second line (marked
by a dot ) will give you an idea of what you will be
expected to say. You will have five turns to participate
in the conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak,
you will have 25 seconds to respond.

Phonetic Read-Aloud

To assess your ability to read a phonetic transcription
of Mandarin Chinese, you will be asked to read aloud

a passage written in Hanyu Pinyin. You will have one
minute to prepare by reading through the passage
silently. Then you will have two minutes to record your
reading.

The Praxis® Study Companion
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2. Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions

Become comfortable with the types of questions you'll find on the Praxis tests

The Praxis assessments include a variety of question types: constructed response, for which you write a response
of your own; selected response, for which you select one or more answers from a list of choices or make another
kind of selection (e.g., by clicking on a sentence in a text or by clicking on part of a graphic); and numeric entry,
for which you enter a numeric value in an answer field. You may be familiar with these question formats from
taking other standardized tests. If not, familiarize yourself with them so you don't spend time during the test
figuring out how to answer them.

Understanding Computer-Delivered Questions

Questions on computer-delivered tests are interactive in the sense that you answer by selecting an option
or entering text on the screen. If you see a format you are not familiar with, read the directions carefully. The
directions always give clear instructions on how you are expected to respond.

For most questions, you respond by clicking an oval to select a single answer from a list of answer choices.

However, interactive question types may also ask you to respond by:

« Clicking more than one oval to select answers from a list of answer choices.

« Typing in an entry box. When the answer is a number, you may be asked to enter a numerical answer.
Some questions may have more than one place to enter a response.

« Clicking check boxes. You may be asked to click check boxes instead of an oval when more than one
choice within a set of answers can be selected.

« Clicking parts of a graphic. In some questions, you will select your answers by clicking on a location (or
locations) on a graphic such as a map or chart, as opposed to choosing your answer from a list.

«+ Clicking on sentences. In questions with reading passages, you may be asked to choose your answers by
clicking on a sentence (or sentences) within the reading passage.

« Dragging and dropping answer choices into targets on the screen. You may be asked to select answers
from a list of choices and drag your answers to the appropriate location in a table, paragraph of text or
graphic.

« Selecting answers from a drop-down menu. You may be asked to choose answers by selecting choices
from a drop-down menu (e.g., to complete a sentence).

Remember that with every question you will get clear instructions.

Perhaps the best way to understand computer-delivered questions is to view the Computer-delivered Testing
Demonstration on the Praxis web site to learn how a computer-delivered test works and see examples of
some types of questions you may encounter.

|
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Understanding Selected-Response Questions

Many selected-response questions begin with the phrase “which of the following!” Take a look at this example:

Which of the following is a flavor made from beans?
(A) Strawberry

(B) Cherry

(C) Vanilla

(D) Mint

How would you answer this question?

All of the answer choices are flavors. Your job is to decide which of the flavors is the one made from beans.
Try following these steps to select the correct answer.

1) Limit your answer to the choices given. You may know that chocolate and coffee are also flavors made
from beans, but they are not listed. Rather than thinking of other possible answers, focus only on the choices
given (“which of the following").

2) Eliminate incorrect answers. You may know that strawberry and cherry flavors are made from fruit and
that mint flavor is made from a plant. That leaves vanilla as the only possible answer.

3) Verify your answer. You can substitute “vanilla”for the phrase “which of the following”and turn the
question into this statement: “Vanilla is a flavor made from beans”” This will help you be sure that your answer
is correct. If you're still uncertain, try substituting the other choices to see if they make sense. You may want
to use this technique as you answer selected-response questions on the practice tests.

Try a more challenging example

The vanilla bean question is pretty straightforward, but you'll find that more challenging questions have a
similar structure. For example:

Entries in outlines are generally arranged according
to which of the following relationships of ideas?

(A) Literal and inferential
(B) Concrete and abstract
(C) Linear and recursive

(D) Main and subordinate

You'll notice that this example also contains the phrase “which of the following.” This phrase helps you
determine that your answer will be a “relationship of ideas” from the choices provided. You are supposed to find
the choice that describes how entries, or ideas, in outlines are related.

Sometimes it helps to put the question in your own words. Here, you could paraphrase the question in this way:
"How are outlines usually organized?” Since the ideas in outlines usually appear as main ideas and subordinate
ideas, the answer is (D).

|
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QUICKTIP: Don't be intimidated by words you may not understand. It might be easy to be thrown by words
like “recursive”or “inferential” Read carefully to understand the question and look for an answer that fits. An
outline is something you are probably familiar with and expect to teach to your students. So slow down, and
use what you know.

Watch out for selected-response questions containing “NOT,”“LEAST,” and “EXCEPT”

This type of question asks you to select the choice that does not fit. You must be very careful because it is easy
to forget that you are selecting the negative. This question type is used in situations in which there are several
good solutions or ways to approach something, but also a clearly wrong way.

How to approach questions about graphs, tables, or reading passages

When answering questions about graphs, tables, or reading passages, provide only the information that the
questions ask for. In the case of a map or graph, you might want to read the questions first, and then look at the
map or graph. In the case of a long reading passage, you might want to go ahead and read the passage first,
noting places you think are important, and then answer the questions. Again, the important thing is to be sure
you answer the questions as they refer to the material presented. So read the questions carefully.

How to approach unfamiliar formats

New question formats are developed from time to time to find new ways of assessing knowledge. Tests may
include audio and video components, such as a movie clip or animation, instead of a map or reading passage.
Other tests may allow you to zoom in on details in a graphic or picture.

Tests may also include interactive questions. These questions take advantage of technology to assess
knowledge and skills in ways that standard selected-response questions cannot. If you see a format you are
not familiar with, read the directions carefully. The directions always give clear instructions on how you are
expected to respond.

QUICKTIP: Don't make the questions more difficult than they are. Don't read for hidden meanings or tricks.
There are no trick questions on Praxis tests. They are intended to be serious, straightforward tests of
your knowledge.

Understanding Constructed-Response Questions

Constructed-response questions require you to demonstrate your knowledge in a subject area by creating
your own response to particular topics. Essays and short-answer questions are types of constructed-response
questions.

For example, an essay question might present you with a topic and ask you to discuss the extent to which you
agree or disagree with the opinion stated. You must support your position with specific reasons and examples
from your own experience, observations, or reading.

Take a look at a few sample essay topics:

- "Celebrities have a tremendous influence on the young, and for that reason, they have a responsibility to
act as role models!

“We are constantly bombarded by advertisements—on television and radio, in newspapers and
magazines, on highway signs, and the sides of buses. They have become too pervasive. It's time to put
limits on advertising!”

“Advances in computer technology have made the classroom unnecessary, since students and teachers
are able to communicate with one another from computer terminals at home or at work”

|
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Step 2: Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions

Keep these things in mind when you respond to a constructed-response question

1) Answer the question accurately. Analyze what each part of the question is asking you to do. If the
question asks you to describe or discuss, you should provide more than just a list.

2) Answer the question completely. If a question asks you to do three distinct things in your response,
you should cover all three things for the best score. Otherwise, no matter how well you write, you will
not be awarded full credit.

3) Answer the question that is asked. Do not change the question or challenge the basis of the
question. You will receive no credit or a low score if you answer another question or if you state, for
example, that there is no possible answer.

4) Give a thorough and detailed response. You must demonstrate that you have a thorough
understanding of the subject matter. However, your response should be straightforward and not filled
with unnecessary information.

5) Reread your response. Check that you have written what you thought you wrote. Be sure not to
leave sentences unfinished or omit clarifying information.

QUICKTIP: You may find that it helps to take notes on scratch paper so that you don't miss any details. Then
you'll be sure to have all the information you need to answer the question.

For tests that have constructed-response questions, more detailed information can be found on page 40.

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

3. Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answer practice questions and find explanations for correct answers

Wherever Chinese text can be viewed in traditional characters or in simplified characters (according to the test taker’s preference),

both versions are shown below. In the actual test, however, only one version is displayed, according to the preference selected at

the beginning of the test.

Section 1: Listening with Cultural Knowledge
Directions: This section is designed to measure how well you understand spoken Mandarin Chinese and the cultures of

Chinese-speaking societies.

You will listen to several audio selections in Mandarin Chinese. Each selection will be played twice. After hearing a selection
for the first time, you will have 60 seconds to preview the questions before the selection plays a second time. You may take

notes as you listen. Your notes will not be graded.

After listening to a selection the second time, you will see six questions (each with four answer choices) presented one at a
time. For each question, choose the answer that is best according to the selection. The last two questions may test your

cultural and linguistic knowledge.

The questions and answer choices will be displayed in simplified or traditional characters (according to the preference you
selected at the beginning of the test) and in phonetic transcription (Hanyu Pinyin).

You will have 25 seconds to answer each question. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time is remaining to
answer the question. When the response time ends, you will automatically go on to the next question. You will not be able to

return to previous questions.
The entire Listening section lasts approximately 50 minutes.

You may now begin. [Note: The shaded portions below are a transcript (in traditional- and simplified-character versions) of the
audio selection heard by the test taker. In the actual test, the transcript is not seen by the test taker.]

Listen to the following selection. It will be played two times.

LU N BECE M R s (- fE “dbE” &=

KR A

— AL R AT R R 2% 7 BB SR 2L HUR 5 . A2
WA Th R ? NHERASRCE AR LR B

FHIR— Bk S, iR ILRAEE

A FUEE EEYREERE R R AL
H?

Zp: B! REN=FHAZRN. BERSIR

YRERIRORRIE A TN, AR T REE, RE
UK M 7 BAL AT A g FE

A ERbRR, REMERE?

$%:Wﬁ%am%ﬁ,&m R AMEYE, X
B RGBT () S SN, Py LA A
IR & A0

5 R EREEE CRNE?

Ze g WA — AR EIRAR, — KRR 1T,

b3 B — RE AT, HiNEARALE, — KR
K, FHSRIAAEAE T . FE KRR, &

AR TLEE, NAFREEBER, #ERG
HEE£E 2 [ 1 T 3. IEARHI B DL A TR A

AR N SieE MR s (A “dUiR” 54

fIscE) HK.

—MERN KK ZTBEITR 2 200k E . {2
W pZh i ? TR GILE ARy “ILR” FF

U —BoxE, R IbEREa .

A TG EAPREARERTITR 2 k1t
2

R B! REN=ZETEXW. BERSME

PRSP BB AR TRTE, RIG T AR, TR
HURE 7 BAERUR AR

A BEHLRUR, RAMF AT
g FISHE IR0, RIOEREW T, X

B AR AL 2= SIS, P DL T
HIHL = ERBA -
B3 BERERIREE CKIR?

2 PR —FWMTIEH, — KRR 1T,
b3k — R+, HinELEAZTE, —KF

K, FERIEMRE T O, ARSI R, B
AT LB, NAFEEEZ, LR

FEE 23 el 9 51 B o IRAPR R DL 22 TR K
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

A BERAILNNREEECKE N LR, Fmk B BEEREILRRAEE LS M L. B
— RS, BB HRIRI)? — N A E, BBHSS H I ?

Z2pf . TEIRAR/MIREE, ACRFRLBREB AR L BMIT T Z=0g. ERB/DIRE, XSRS ) MIT L
g, ot HIRMEACHER R R AR I3 ik, T BT RM) . AR IS
FRIRIER F LN EA, EYI £ s n FRRIESRE RIS, L0t sk phdk S hn
AUEECT R, B ERIR B B YET RS, JER IR 5 AL
. AT AR ER K. BRIk 2o AU N ZON IR i K. 5 R
FEACHTRER] T 205, AR PO 7 A FEACHURE S T X5, FRAVR PO % 7 A
FRERE A B SE I AE A B BB RTE, B T A FRERE M ) AR AE A [ B bR, B9 1 AND
GaRke o R Al HER, A RE B g WAR. W R s, A fe b kil
2 ELRE) BRI E, &S T HE & (BERE) ZBIMsE, m&mE 17 UE
TR BT

A ERGISERCIAT, AREWRS AR “dt Bp: EXVIERCIAT, AREWEER HARR “dt
LT E S AR ETS B LA,

Zepf . WAV EIR SR EE N EE e, B KR Z=i. WL EIRERBIER MR R, ZIREFH
CHEME, RS 7 I, —EZREF O, G T —BRIE, —E82kRkEE
RIFLRE, AER. 55, BEEZRIUEHE RIFOA, DER. 5iob, EEETIUENL
g, SORIAEE, MRRREIRE. 2, REAE, fE .

A I, mE, TERIEEUSE KR! A &, &5, RIS KK ) !

ZEH: Hf Zeg. WA

Narrator: Now you will have 60 seconds to preview the questions you will need to answer.

[60 seconds]

Narrator:

Now listen again.

[The entire audio selection is repeated.]

Narrator:

Now answer the questions for this selection.

[272 minutes]

Question 1

RIZIE BRI 8% S, TR

AT

AT A

RIEIXBCR ViR, W RIBD

Geénju zhé duan caifang luymn, L Ming

de zhiyé shi shénme?

(A) 5 i & F (A) Géting jinglf
(B) FAIH A
(C) MR KT
(D) ZEFE &

(A) T E R
(B) FMLH (

(C) BIEH T (C) Shudchang géshdu
(D) FHIH K (D) Yuétuan tuanzhang

B) Yingshi yanyuan

-
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Question 2
AR 2t R B X AR B b it 252

(A) PNl Zft 3238k 25 2 Rk
#o

(B) DAl o b B3k A py e AT A 81

J'LA

C) Dl Ryl 225 5K 5 FRE OB 7
D) DA At i S BHE AL 5THT 1

Question 3

ZEIA N B I B AR R i, 8
36 1 IR 5 T D I B 2

(A) FEE

(B) Ait

(C) Tk

()KESZ

Question 4

DL B — TE AN A& S i 4 2 1 2=
A EAS T B J IR 2

(A) B SCRFAIE SR 248

(B) fhrE =B RIBE L, BN T
A

C) At 32t B3 1) 5 35 ATSI K

D) B hk2m (BeK
H) BRI

Question 5

MR VRSB R B AR ) T R, I8
uﬁmuTEﬁﬂ}éﬁ TG & Ay 5
E’J?

(A) _LifgsE

(B) L5t

(C) DY )IIEE

(D) S ARG
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A0 g B IR S B %2

(A) Bt 3282 2 Rk
3.

(B) Byt B AR i T A
(C) BN EE SR A IINL 2
(D) BROMAt A BEAE AL 54T 1

2B WAL 3R TAE MR %, T
368 1R 77 T (14D 1R 3 2

(A) iBF

(B) #il

(C) XK

(KESZ

PATR B — T A2 s R B 2
WA R D ) LR 2

(A) Al AL A SR AlIB SR A AE
(B) fihrE 4 [ RIAb L, $E0 T

C) At 323 Tl i 27 ST Al 2o

(D) XS LS (BYEK
) I HIE,

MR ot A B S AR T, i
T LA R — 7 5 s 2
fitiFe 2

(A) g

(B) dbti&

(C) MY )Ii&

(D) I Ak

LI Ming weishénme likai jiaxiang dao

Béijing qu?

(A) Yinwei ta shou yao qu canjia
mingé da sai.

(B) Yinwei ta yao zhao ta de hao
péngyou Liu Liang.

(C) Yinwei ta yao xunqiu fazhan de
jThui.

(D) Yinwei ta de fumu zai Béijing
dagong.

Li Ming gang dao B&ijing zhao
gongzuo de shihou, zaoyu dao na
fangmian de kunnan?

(A) Yuyan

(B) Jiaotong
(C) Jiaoydu
(D) Zhufang

Yixia na yT xiang BU SHi luyin zhdng

tidao de Li Ming qudé chénggdng de

yuanyin?

(A) Ta de zufu zhichi ta zhuiqiu
meéngxiang.

(B) Ta zai quangud daochu biaoyan,
zéngjiale bushao jianshi.

(C) Ta jieshouguo zhuanye de xuéxi
hé xunlian.

(D) Liu Liang tuijian ta qu canjia
“Xingguang Dadao” juban de
bisai.

Geénju ni dui Zhdngguoé wénhua de
lidojié, putonghua shi yi xiamian na y1
zhong fangyan wéi yuyin jicht de?
(A) Shanghaihua

(B) Béijinghua

(C) Sichuanhua

(D) Guangddonghua
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Question 6

1B “e--Bf b RUFRELE A EI 51 FE “oee W b R UFRELE 2 [ 1) 52 1
=2 —aph, R BAHE B —aph, CHER” B4
&) ? 1A ?

(A) Sl (A) il

(B) #lil (B) Zhid]

(C) il (C) il

(D) X5 (D) XA

Zai “...wanshang zhihao shui zai
gongyuan de tingzi li” yT ju zhong,
“zhihdo” shi shénme ci?

(A) Jieci
(B) Dongci
(C) Fuci
(

D) Daici
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Section 2: Reading with Cultural Knowledge

Directions: This section is designed to measure how well you understand written Chinese and the cultures of
Chinese-speaking societies.

You will read several selections in Chinese. You may need to scroll up and down to see a selection in its entirety. Each
selection is accompanied by six questions, each with four answer choices. For each question, choose the answer that is best
according to the selection. The last two questions may test your cultural and linguistic knowledge.

To assess your ability to read both simplified and traditional characters, some reading selections (and the questions based on
them) will be displayed in simplified characters only, while others will appear in traditional characters only, regardless of the
preference you selected at the beginning of the test.

This section also includes three individual cultural knowledge questions based on visual images, such as paintings, drawings,
and photographs. In these cases, the question and answer choices will be displayed in simplified or traditional characters,
according to the preference you selected at the beginning of the test.

Throughout the section, you can move to the next question by clicking Next. You can skip questions and go back to them later
as long as there is time remaining. If you want to return to previous questions, click Back.

You can mark a question for later review by clicking Mark, which will place a check mark next to the number of that question
on the Review screen. Clicking Mark again will remove the check mark. A question will remain marked until you unmark it,
even if you change the answer.

You can click Review at any time, and the Review screen will show you which questions you have answered and which you
have not answered. The Marked column shows which questions you have marked for review. From the Review screen, you
may go directly to any question.

You will have 50 minutes to complete the Reading section. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time is
remaining.

You may now begin.

U NEEBOC (Z8) B,

28

wmia PEEBHIRHE, BOEARCA . AR A ERIRHR, @R T ZMFRSIEEN LR, 2. &
AR BB, JCHEWRNIA EEIEH . ShF M8, MR AE, HARRDIZE . RAaER LR
I, H CEZE BRAIACERRIC A (i Refie, FRA TTREA A — W&

FCARAER BRI, ARSI =M 55, AU B e Tr, R PR, mmn), fE2F
K, AR, ATREIKE 1, Fr8, MRIMR 1T, B3R By, KEERZ -EHESN,
BTN, NIRRT AR EAGE,  CDRIEVRTE T IR BICT . BEREEMBEER 5T .

IR R, ERZIR LA R R, SRR CAEA R I IR R FORERR, (HIRFE IR b 325, At
O, WHBRER. RIRGEHECA B SR AR BB AR, (HIEATRA NHA FHER) B 1 — B8R T
K, BTE-AER, BROWEAMERT KRR E, AR, 2R A BGET 2 7 2 RE KRR
AR, B RS SRS ERIR A B Te i A LA SRR . PO E AR AR AR IE G AR B, (BIREAS
EAMR R GE R, RERAERSS TI SR, AR BRI R . IMERRAZMESE 7, BIRAHRES
Mo A, WARIRVTTIMES . ME i 2 ATsg akal, KRR TEIRRE, BIARBRIEAZE . FORE IR R
AR Z A AR 5 BRI SR P . B PO ARERS 100, A )\ fl, DU, gk, FO2fmpnizat. o248
FFIREERIN G L, AT AR, IEMORE M e, PR T, ARSI, ROGE N EC. WA
W EifEERIE, #F AR, PR G Qs R EBR, W a5 _ERPEE AR R 1. W, AR
B, WiE 7. 5 ORE R, AIRS T ARCEME.
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Question 7

EAH IR Ryt IR R B %
(A) i d8 R AT .

(B) fhiE RIEHH.

(C) flfE RIE: .

(D) fhfE R ET H .

Question 8

“CIRT FIR g R R IR R ) 2
) TR H A= e R fige
) AW+

C) Ak LIE

D) AR R i

Question 9

W%1$W§,%%%“ﬁ”%?%%%%%%%%ﬁ@?
A) B G TR B

( ) B R 2 B U Rk

(C) BMACHH A E CH =

(D) R ZE A BRI I e

Question 10

*E%)%iﬁ?ﬂ%i, I R IR RHEAET
) HYGRRIR T .

( ) KK PR O 8 IRTE .

(C) HRHITRRIEAR TE o

(D) LHURAEF M.

Question 11

IRABIRBE R B SO T, DUTR W — TR Sk ah i R T A 2

(A) fih R A3 ERA P e — R

(B) —Ahi—fx, MR

(C) AT JETE

(D) I EHE X5 H

Question 12

SCEH BT RS ORIV AR A B 7
) K ]

B) Bh#

C) G

D) wh A

(A)
(B)
(
(

(A)
(B)
(
(

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

BEERTmEREGER. RIER S T X EERE K.

© Mudong/iStockphoto # 8158948

Question 13

Hh BN IR 3 M 7 A R rh N 0 T Y SR A
(A) HAH T (A) EA T

(B) tHIF i E (B) HMBEE

(C) fi fa ke (C) i fa Bk e[

(D) HEFA ik (D) EEA R
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Section 3: Writing

Directions: The Writing section includes four tasks that measure different aspects of your ability to write in Chinese. You will
be given specific directions for each task.

For Task 1 (Phonetic Transcription), you will be writing your response in Latin letters and Arabic numerals, as you would
when writing in English. For Tasks 2-4, you will be writing your response in Chinese characters.

Both Chinese text that is displayed for you to read and your written responses to Tasks 2—4 will appear in simplified or
traditional characters, according to the preferences you selected at the beginning of the test.

You will have 60 minutes to complete the four tasks, so you will need to pace yourself as you work in order to allot an
appropriate amount of time to each task. A clock at the top of the screen will show how much time is remaining. For
Tasks 2-4, a counter at the top of the typing area will show how many characters you have typed.

You can move from one question to the next by clicking Next. You can skip a question and go back to it later as long as
there is time remaining. If you want to return to previous questions, click Back.

You can mark a question for later review by clicking Mark, which will place a check mark next to the number of that
question on the Review screen. Clicking Mark again will remove the check mark. A question will remain marked until you
unmark it, even if you change the answer.

You can click Review at any time, and the Review screen will show you which questions you have answered and which you
have not answered. The Marked column shows which questions you have marked for review. From the Review screen, you
may go directly to any question.

You may now begin.

Task 1: Phonetic Transcription

(Suggested time—10 minutes)

Directions: Transcribe the Chinese text below into Hanyu Pinyin using Latin letters and Arabic numerals (to indicate tones).
At the end of each syllable (representing one Chinese character), type a number (1-4) to indicate the tone (no numeral for
neutral tone) followed by a space (or punctuation) to separate it from the next syllable. Example: Ni3 hao3 ma?

el Eln A BRAL

BRI, A AER BRI 2. REAEREA R iR, AN AN B . RN
I, fEAbANE BRI B A NP2, i, EAZDEE S R AL . B A ARl 0L,
fhER R . g N it BB ERZAL R Tk, il A Bg N RAh: 2R E NAZAE R T A,
TRETRIAE . 7 Ml “IRIIGE RS 7 B PRIGTT AR 7 Al “ 3RS RSEsr st 7
Nift: “FGEL, WIEARERBIRIT AR 7 Al Nt “HiE, XA LRI B A
At CRATHIERTZEM! 7 B AT “rm Y CEAFHIIRTZER! 7 ARSI “TrE
T, IRTHEZ AR 7 AR RN B ARTHEZWAAERD 7 OBAAE Y R
HRAERE! 7 WAk, MEIEL, BB ERAGHEW ! 7 R, 2REEdl, B RBR
o AR, MNP “FalRdui” AOBEATEIA H A o Jak, ANTH “rBRbi” RILAATENA H R
o o
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 2: Interpersonal Writing
Response to an E-mail or Letter

(Suggested time—15 minutes)

Directions: You will be asked to read an e-mail or letter and to write an appropriate response in Chinese. You should respond
as completely and appropriately as possible. Manage your time to allow for planning, writing, and revising your response.
The length of your response should be at least 100 characters. A counter at the top of the typing area will show how many

characters you have typed.

Rk R | 24N A, Bl22007c/ H &M AL 5t
%EWW#E:EEQQOEW,%WﬁF%*

KRR T B, R 55 AR Bk . S (R R ER

G %%ﬁ%ﬁé%%,ﬁMEHEQMM&
A .

BN 2R

EE R Bt

RN H R —FWH G S AR NEA R ON
H¥+B>ﬁ% A, AMBU G E R, B
AHF R ZE=E B OERE3000/ H . FAGE
FIE 8 — 5 = M AR BE AR . UK A K. [
e, BH-EH— BB ER450000/H, AE5TH
M.

20

R /RE £EN A, 220070/ H &M AL 5T
REMNMA B E=Ea®E. HAr, R s Rz
o SR IR P PSR 197 R R L el S A =R
P, A SRR AL e PR, SO WA A e i A
U

RAEAN: 2R

FR A AL Bl

BEREANAZN—FMMAE LR T T MAKR O
H=+H) 2, ik, AMBmmEH Lk, —&
AR BN ZE = B K E300070/H . AL
ERRE — = WAL KA R.
e, B-EH—-HERHMR LR B450000/H, FFiE
AT S

20K

Task 3: Presentational Writing
Opinion/Position Essay

(Suggested time—15 minutes)

Directions: You will be asked to write an essay in Chinese on a specific topic. Make sure that your essay includes reasons
and/or examples to support your opinion. Manage your time to allow for planning, writing, and revising your response. The
length of your response should be at least 200 characters. A counter at the top of the typing area will show how many

characters you have typed.

A NGREy, AP SR 5 A S B 28 AR 5K
B, WMEZT LA AT, S A
TR R SIS AR R ?
o GHEIIRIRIIEES .
o RGIFRHIAE IR NI EIR A SZ H I A B o

AN, BT U 82 A2 A X U ER 7 2R B R
oM, JATN A AN, SO AR
T AR [A) S IR g 2

o IR IRIIA A
o BB HIE AL NI B 2 28 2 (1 A1 Bik
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 4: Presentational Writing
Integrated Skills

(Suggested time —20 minutes)

Directions: You will be asked to read a passage in Chinese and to complete a writing task based on that passage. (The first task
in the Speaking section of the test will be based on this same passage.) Manage your time to allow for planning, writing, and
revising your response. The length of your response should be at least 200 characters. A counter at the top of the typing area

will show how many characters you have typed.

an PR E CORRE S A BESE DL R R 00, A R XX
RAMEEZRSEH S RH.

DTRER (ERFXEST, BEHKKE) Kt
SR,

ERXEHE, MABKE

WA B — SRR AR, B MRS,
RS LR ERREA T, HNARELZT
BRHAENE 50, KRHUE TN, B
ANFEREREE . SRS 7 2 1 B IR BRAL Y,
P A A, AT KT REE, FANEH
MIRESE, EIEBSHEZ TR R, D, X
HEME L, EZEXHE, FEHFREL,
WEZRE R E, KEHEFBEHE BB . 0
R PEHF LR IR 2 L3811 20 B 75 29
PR SRR E RIS AR I X B A AR FE S TR
WIRRCR .

RN RRTENZRGE S BE, AT
IFREkk, TEAEFRTHTE, R AEMEABYE
2oy, ARAb M EIE g, 2RI R, A .
REPAGFFLER T WA fmLF LA
o? RAEEZTHBINE, 3 OARAELME? &
Fe T REAR % T I BRIR A AR IE A . RAAREgRE 8 2 ¥R
ZHWLEIAER, PEAFEZ T AR, LEZTEFE
CIN B VAL & T, e TR
KT ARAFSS TSR H AR . B B AGEAS
%, G RO SCRERRpIE EEYRE I A TG R B B
B FROIAC, NAZ TR EX 5348 Ji 554 Bk £ 118
ARG, BEAEEE, A .

IR RIE— BAAR ML REMU B AN 21— e R, 2
o E B RS, M TR, SO bR A e
b, SHEREEAETE, BRH B O E AR,
MAERER AR, BUREEEERIIH BB AE T .

WM E OIS B A LR E S, IR
KA ARZ g = B 5 R .

DATFABON (EMKERT, MAHRKLE) KFe
CETTIE,

EUXEHE, MABKE

WA B — D ARSI, KR TTREER .
FEANAEMEG LR EMREA T, HARERLZT
BRAAENE I, KEHUEZ TN, B
ANFEF AT SRS T 2 i R ERAL I,
PRBA A, BAHT . KBTI, Nk
WIS, EENSHEZ TR SR, B, HiE
HEME L, MZEXHHE, FEHFREL,
WMZE R E, KEHEFBEHE BSR40
R PEH A R T U5 I7 JLIE, 1 20 B R 75 292
e B SCRERIZR I, I A TR ) X 2 0 AR HE HLAS il
WIRRCR -

G KRG ER 2R E S BTR, NETH
TFRERE, AT, BR. AR EW R
2, ABITER H S, W22 R, RSHaE.
KEAGFOER T TABA RO il 8
o? WAEZTMEINFE, BOARAELME? 3K
Fe T RES % T IR SR IE T AT B AgREm 2 X K
ZRCEERUL, AAEEZ T AR TEZTAEE
I VAL & B O T, e TR
RO T ARATIES TSR A AR B U B AGEAS
5, GRAISCERERIN I EPRE I AT H R 2B
FES R NA S IMAN B 0 )5 i <54 B T 4% 7@
R, AL EE, AP .

IR AR N — T B RE MBI AN £ 1 — il i, $2
i EH BRI, MR, SOl D AR R T
fEl, FRPURAEN, 5T E M2 AHEIHE,
AR AR, RS RIS B AL T
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Section 4: Speaking

Directions: The Speaking section includes four tasks that measure different aspects of your ability to speak Mandarin
Chinese.

Chinese text that is displayed for you to read will appear in simplified or traditional characters, according to the preference
you selected at the beginning of the test.

You will be given specific directions for each task, including how much time you will have to prepare and how much time you
will have to record your response. For both preparation and response, a clock on the screen will show how much time is
remaining.

At the end of the preparation time, a tone will signal you to begin speaking. Although you need not speak for the entire time
allotted, you should respond as fully and appropriately as possible.

When the response time ends, you will automatically go on to the next question. You will not be able to return to previous
questions.

The Speaking section lasts approximately 20 minutes.

You may now begin.
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 1: Presentational Speaking
Integrated Skills

Directions: You will be asked to speak in Mandarin Chinese on a topic related to the same passage that you have already read
for the Integrated Skills Writing task. First, you will read and hear the topic and the requirements for your response. You will

have three minutes to review the passage and prepare your response. Then you will have two minutes to record your response.

For both preparation and response, a clock on the screen will show how much time is remaining. A tone will indicate when you
should begin speaking. You should respond as fully and appropriately as possible.

BRCIR B A A B A 2% 7 S AT, ARE
R T, WA LKA BERETER
FESC,  FHARAI AR R A (T 4 RE R B (£ 2

DT &ER (EUZKEHT, BAHBKLE) K
CEHR,

EHXEHE, MAMKREE

A Rt — A E RN ER R, BT,
FRNAEE S LR EAKEAT, NARERZT
ERAAENE G, RS T IsEEN. Hi
AFRERAT, KR L s 8RR L,
PaiaHA, BAHT. KT R/EE, fFAEH
MRBEE, BB Z TS 5. Bk, ZjE
AENE D, EEAEHEE, RELFNELDL,
WERZARA R, KRR FEHH BB 5. 0
RFBEHEERR B 0T e S, 10 2 SR 7 2R
R SCBRIERE, IS IE AR Y 5 BE 2 7 AR B A T
HARIRCR o

GHRNFRRTENLZRSE S BE, /%M
IRk, fEAEETHTEE, BR. AENHEAEBRE
2, AR EE E S, PR ER, A
REPAGRF LR WA LS tilr A
o7 WA BT HEINFE, BOARAELMR? K
FETTREAR 4T MR A AL THT (1« FEARIRZ 82 K
ZWOLEIAER, AR EZ T A, TZTEEE
CUPR B dh VR AL R & - O s, e 7RI
BT AR B FE SR H AR B R S I AGEAS
%, RS KIACRE RN Np IR B R A AR TR O S
By RO, NAZ AT EX55RA% A S5 A B 1% 52
SRR AT, BEAEEE, A .

INRACRHE — PR AR st REM B AN 21— iR, 18
mEH SRR, T IEEER, SRR R T
fEl, EREEAN, BRHE DM ERIE ST,
WHREN AR, BUREEEERIIN BB AE 1.

BRI A 2B i i 2% 7 3 B A 2, AR
MRA K 5, BARKOLFN . WERE T XE
FESC, VSRR AR (T A REFE B A K 4% 52

DATAES (EMXEHET, MEHRHE) KFe
LEIE.

EMXEHE, MARIRE

A BEfL— ARSI, KR — TR
HEANEALS LR EUREAT, DOARERZ T
WRABNE I, KEHZEZTISEEN. HE
AFETARHE, BT L s i BRI,
P HA, BAHT. BT NI, NS
FIASEE, B SHZZ TN R, B, FiE
HENE D, MizRXHHE, KELFHELD,
WNIZAAE R B, KBRS E A I 5. i
REBELH MR T 77 LI, 172008 10 7 24
i RSB ZR 5T, IS TR ) X B 20 AR AR HAS T
WRRCR .

G KRB R R E FBIR, AT
IFeske, AR, BR. AERMEW R
2, ABITEER B S, W2 2R, SRIGHGE.
REPAGFOER N WARALR It A
o7 WA BT HEINE, BOABHELMR? 3K
TR RELR 12 T I AT R IE T B EIFEM 2 X% K
ZROERUL, A EZ T AR BT AEE
LN dh VAL & - O I, “ e 7 i
BT ABATIES F3E SR A AR B R i I AGE A
i, EA% ISR RIIN IE BRI A AR R 2 2B
BEC RO ATA NA TR 58 ) Ji <54 B 1 £ 7
R, BEAE 8%, A5 .

USRS BE N — I AE M RE M B AN £ 7R R, 32
HEH BRI, W% IR, SR T R R T
B, FRPRRAER, 51X E M2 AHETHE,
WA RN R, IR RIS BB AZ T .
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 2: Presentational Speaking
Express an Opinion or Make an Oral Presentation

Directions: You will be asked to express your opinion or make an oral presentation in Mandarin Chinese on a specific topic.
First, you will read and hear the topic and the requirements for your response. You will have two minutes to prepare your
response. Then you will have two minutes to record your response. For both preparation and response, a clock at the bottom of
the screen will show how much time is remaining. A tone will indicate when you should begin speaking. You should respond as
fully and appropriately as possible.

RSN IR ORE R, 48 BT Rk by I A BT AL, NSRRI, AR AR5 HUIE R,

HBUM S E TR, SR A BT WMEONEAAE N RE, MREREH LTk —
RS A A B I B P — kB . R KRB SO BT — IR B 3. 2 2 B K
AE B T RER R ? RE Sl T BRI TRIE ?
o HRAEALIE TR AT LIERHZIVENE o MR EZ G ERRIZRE NE
e e
o SRAGIRR I T BUR TR E BT B 0 AR T RE o H{B BT IBURT AR HT R E T i B A= 37 AT g
BRI E SN AR
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 3: Interpersonal Speaking
Simulated Conversation

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation in Mandarin Chinese. First, you will read and hear the context of
the conversation. Then you will have 30 seconds to read an outline of the conversation: in each pair of lines, the first line gives
you an idea of what you will hear, and the second line (marked by a dot «) gives you an idea of what you will be expected to say.

You will have five turns to participate in the conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, a tone will indicate when you should
begin speaking, and you will have 25 seconds to respond. You should participate in the conversation as fully and appropriately
as possible. A clock at the bottom of the screen will show how much time is remaining for your response.

B R 22 B BUM B &, kR — R O L
THET &35 W i) — KW s, 305 55 ] A 22 R 1 il
JE SR T — e BORE IR . BEAE R B0 S Y AR
IEHENAE T

BB R = BIBM T &, AR — E2M O ERM L
AT 2 3y B 3T 09— S8 K . X By Ta) 14 <22 HE 1 1
JE 2 T — e BARE R . B R BE S AT &
VASENEEE

FEEBAR . mRBORRREOl. BT —EA B THET

F”ﬁ% o

. R FAE, A E Ol R s ] 2 HE R 2
Ko

EEMR : SR, WREAREN 2 ZOR MR

. R FoRIENE, BRI E

FERR : SO AR . Pk LIt e T U A
(P

. R PR AR, R R 5 R D@ A A,
P AR S o

EIEBE : FEAH %

. R ST —fIEA i s i AR s AR A5 P P
A, AEEEA AR E SR E

WEBE : B AEE . K5~ AR

. R B, BORWOEATZE, SAACHED.

WERR : FRBUR RS 7] 7N OCTT Y

7] @

. R HIE, e E IR A 2 HE i 2
K.

WEBRR : A I03, MRAREHC ZERA R .

. R: FORBR, TR PRI

BN R . SO0 R R N . BRI 5 s
o

. K. FEoRE R, ) ) Bt 75 ] DLIE B A
HARAE IR o

WERR R . e e 2,

* R: AR T AN 5% o 1) I 2% 15 45 ANt FH 1) 1)
B, VRGN R I B B

WEERR . [ 800 . 5 FE MR IR.

* R: o, FORWHEITDE, RN
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

The shaded portions below are a transcript (in traditional- and simplified-character versions) of the audio prompts heard by the
test taker. In the actual test, the transcript is not seen by the test taker.

Narrator:

HIERE

WERE

HIERE

HIERE

HIERE

R R Z BB B g, kAT — 2 2
FEA L FAET & I i — S, 363 55
fell ) 22 HE D T SR ) 7 — LB ABREOR . B
FEARZIE IS 1 AR BN T4

[30 seconds]

a4y, Bk !
[Tone]
[25 seconds]

ST RKBVERTET 7. HEK
BRI, BT R R g IR AE AR A A
&, Bl A sesa 2 I m . 7T Le
N 2

[Tone]

[25 seconds]

IR, AR C R BRINHHE T .
EERIE, RAE=REEARES, &
A DLEE— B mE 4 . ) A IE T DA A
B A IR i B = A i DK T A B D5
[Tone]

[25 seconds]

TevkitE — A, 1R BB — BRI
JUEG, 18 BAR A AT ARE R

[Tone]

[25 seconds]

5 P 125 5 B PR B as s i, B
AT EFEM, FART BB EEE
I RANSRAL . SIS ERAR, PIBAE
farh o

[Tone]

[25 seconds]

A A THET IS ?

Narrator:

WJEER R

TSR 5

WJEER R

WJEER R

WJEER R

-
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RIR L Z RN, AT 2D
FEW_EFRIT 23 B B — S0 i, Rt s
(8] ) 2 HE R SR T — L8 AR ER . B
FEVRZIE TS AT & P BN T 48

[30 seconds]

I, S s T 2
[Tone]
[25 seconds]

EEE T, RKBERHIT 1. HEK
FORHIBRE, EATFTE IR DA #R A 2
&, Bl A2 i p5Ia . alLe
ngh 2

[Tone]

[25 seconds]

IR, B HIMRE SR RSN T .
XFEI, FEE =ikt BB RESE, &
A DAFE—RE RN ST AR . R AME ] LA
B FH I 00 2 U v R i 1 5
[Tone]

[25 seconds]

TEKIAE — 4%, MR LS — B2 E
JURL, IR SE SR AT DABE I H

[Tone]

[25 seconds]

W JE A B2 b S i 2 v i R 2%,
ANTEEEM, AR, X2
WP RAEHRL . WHEHE R EEAR, BIEAE
fai o

[Tone]

[25 seconds]
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Task 4: Phonetic Read-Aloud

Directions: To assess your ability to read a phonetic transcription of Mandarin Chinese, you will be asked to read aloud the
passage written in Hanyu Pinyin below. You will have one minute to prepare by reading through the passage silently. Then you
will have two minutes to record your reading. For both preparation and response, a clock at the bottom of the screen will show
how much time is remaining. A tone will indicate when you should begin speaking. You should speak clearly and make your
pronunciation as accurate as possible.

Faxian jiaguwén
Qingchao Guangxu nianjian, jinshixuéjia Wang Yirdng shi dangshi zui gao xuéfu guodzijian de zhiguan
guanyuan. Y1 ci, ta kanjian yT wéi zhongyao jiao longgu, juéde giguai, jiu fan kan yaozha, méi xiangdao
shangmian jiran you y1 zhdng kan si wénzi de tu’an. Yushi ba sudydu de longgl dou maile xialai, faxian méi
pian l6nggu shang dou ydu xiangsi de ta’an. Ta quéxin zhé shi y1 zhdng weénzi. Jinggud kdozhéng, quéren shi
Y1n-Shang shiqr xiangdang chéngshu de wénzi xitdng. Shijit shiji mo, rénmen zhaodaole l6nggu chatt de
difang, zai Hénan Anyang Xidotuncin. Yinwei zhéxié 1énggt zhlyao shi Yin-Shang shidai ké zai guijia shou
gu shang de wénzi, sudyi jiang tamen mingming wéi “jidguwén”. Zai zdnggong shiwan yu pian yodu zi jia gu
zhong, hanydu sigian dud butong de wénzi tuxing, ér yijing shibié de yué ydu lianggian wubai dud zi.

.
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answers to Sample Questions
Section 1

1. The correct answer is (C). This question asks about
the interviewee's profession. Li Ming mentions
performing in a song and dance hall, but there is no
indication that he managed one, so (A) is incorrect. He
appeared on television as a contestant in a talent
competition, not as an actor, so (B) is incorrect. He
traveled and performed with a music group, but the
head of the group was his friend, Liu Liang, so (D) is
incorrect. In explaining how he achieved success, Li
Ming says that he participated in two competitions as a
rap singer, one time coming in second and later
winning the top prize (C).

2. The correct answer is (C). This question asks why Li
Ming left his hometown and traveled to Beijing. He says
that after taking second prize in a local competition, he
gathered up his courage and followed his grandfather’s
suggestion that he go to Beijing to seek opportunities
to develop his talent. There is no mention of his being
invited to participate in a folk song competition, so (A)
is incorrect. He met and became friends with Liu Liang
in Beijing, not before going there, so (B) is incorrect. His
parents left home to work in Guangzhou, not Beijing,

so (D) is incorrect.

3. The correct answer is (A). This question asks about
the type of difficulty that Li Ming encountered when
he first arrived in Beijing. He says that when he arrived
in Beijing, he could not speak standard Mandarin,
which made it difficult for him to get a job interview
(A). He refers to issues concerning transportation (B)
and housing (D), but these are not mentioned as
problems that he faced upon arriving in Beijing. His
only reference to friendship (C) concerns his
relationship with Liu Liang, which is presented as

advantageous rather than problematic.

4. The correct answer is (C). This question asks which of
the answer choices is NOT mentioned in the interview
as a reason for Li Ming's success. His grandfather’s
support for pursuing his dream (A), the knowledge and
experience he gained from performing all over the
country (B), and Liu Liang's recommendation that
enabled him to participate in the televised competition
(D) are all mentioned as factors that contributed to his
success. Li Ming specifically states that he did not
undertake any specialized study or training (C).

5. The correct answer is (B). This is a cultural knowledge
question, asking which Chinese dialect serves as the
basis for Mandarin pronunciation. The correct answer is
the dialect of Beijing (B), not the dialect of Shanghai (A),
Sichuan (C), or Guangdong (D).

6. The correct answer is (C). This is a linguistic
knowledge question, asking about the grammatical
function of the word zhihao in the sentence ...
wanshang zhihao shui zai gongyuan de tingzi li. In the
quoted excerpt from the interview, zhihao modifies the
verb shui and, therefore, functions as an adverb (C), not
as a preposition (A), a verb (B), or a pronoun (D).

Section 2

7. The correct answer is (A). This question asks about a
detail in the author's recollection of his childhood: why
did he admire the boy who lived next door? The story
describes how the author watched the neighbor boy
dig up cicada larvae along the base of the low earthen
wall between their houses and how he admired the
boy’s skill because he himself was rarely successful at
this activity. So the correct answer is (A), because the
neighbor boy was good at catching cicada larvae.

8. The correct answer is (C). This question asks when the
side room was added onto the author’s childhood
home. The second paragraph of the story recounts a
memory from when the author was 10 years old
involving a stand of elm trees that stood where the side
room was later built. So the correct answer is (C), after
the author reached the ago of 10.

9. The correct answer is (B). This question asks about the
author's most profound and lasting memory from his
childhood home. In the story, the author tells how he
would lie awake at night staring at the window, which
was divided by a wooden lattice into a pattern of eight
squares by four squares; but he does not mention using
this pattern to practice counting, so (A) is not the
correct answer. The author remembers watching kittens
climb up tree trunks, not a wooden stool, so (C) is
incorrect. The author mentions the elm trees being full
of seeds in the springtime, but does not say that the
seeds covered the ground in the courtyard, so (D) is
incorrect. The author does describe his indelible
memory of winter nights when he tried to guess the
answers to riddles posed by his mother. So, (B) is the
correct answetr.

10. The correct answer is (B). This question asks why the
author tossed and turned at night, unable to fall asleep.
The story does not mention his eyes being dazzled by
the sunlight (A), or not finishing his homework in the
daytime (C), or the heated adobe bed (tukang) being
uncomfortable (D). The author says that he could not fall
asleep because the mental stimulation from guessing
riddles kept him awake after his mother had fallen
asleep (B).
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

11. The correct answer is (B). This is a cultural
knowledge question, asking which of the answer
choices is in the form of a typical Chinese riddle (miyu).
(A) is a simile, (C) is the first part of a two-part
allegorical saying (xiehouyu), and (D) is a proverb. (B)
provides an example of one typical form of a Chinese
riddle, where the clue is composed of two four-
character phrases that rhyme.

12. The correct answer is (C). This is a linguistic
knowledge question, asking for the linguistic term that
accurately describes the expression chiliu chiliu as it is
used in the second paragraph of the story. It is not an
exclamation (A), an auxiliary verb (B), or a mood
indicator—yugici—(D). Choice (C), xiangshengci, is an
imitative expression meant to suggest the sound of
kittens clawing their way up a tree trunk.

13. The correct answer is (D). This is a cultural
knowledge question, asking for the implied meaning of
a Chinese paper-cut picture of a child holding a fish (yu)
and a lotus flower (lian). The objects in the picture are
used to represent words with the same pronunciation:
surplus (yu) and successive, or one after another (lian).
The picture is, in fact, a traditional new year image
(nianhua) that expresses the wish for ongoing
prosperity: “surplus year after year” (liannian youyu).
Therefore, (D) is the correct answer.
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) WRITING
Task 1: Phonetic Transcription

Features/Dimensions

General Description Task Completion Writing Skills
3 A response at this level is - Completes - Demonstrates a high level of ability to accurately
High characterized by most of the the task very transcribe a text written in Chinese characters into
following features/dimensions: | successfully Hanyu Pinyin

- Very few spelling errors and/or missing syllables
- Very few errors in indication of tones

2 A response at this level is - Completes the - Demonstrates a moderate level of ability to accurately
Mid-High | characterized by most of the task successfully | transcribe a text written in Chinese characters into
following features/dimensions: Hanyu Pinyin

- Occasional spelling errors and/or missing syllables
- Occasional errors in indication of tones

1 A response at this level - Completes the - Demonstrates a low level of ability to accurately
Mid-Low | is characterized by most task adequately transcribe a text written in Chinese characters into

of the following features/ Hanyu Pinyin

dimensions: - Frequent spelling errors and/or missing syllables

- Frequent errors in indication of tones

0 A response at this level - Attempts - Demonstrates a lack of ability to accurately transcribe
Low is characterized by most but fails to a text written in Chinese characters into Hanyu Pinyin

of the following features/ adequately - Numerous spelling errors and/or missing syllables

dimensions: complete the - Numerous errors in indication of tones

task

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) WRITING
Task 2: Response to E-mail or Letter
Task 3: Opinion/Position Essay

General

Description

Task

Completion

Features/Dimensions

Topic Development

Writing Skills

3 A response « Fully - Directly relates to - Response is well organized and generally
High at this level is addresses the topic; topic well coherent
characterized and developed - Demonstrates a mid-high or high degree
by most of completes | - All or almost all of control of a variety of structures; a few
the following the task supporting details grammatical errors occur with no evident
features/ or examples are patterns
dimensions: appropriate and - Varied vocabulary appropriate for the
effective content and used with precision
- Very few errors in conventions of the
written language (selection of characters;
punctuation; sentence structure)
- Register is appropriate (accurate social
and/or cultural references included)
2 A response - Addresses - Relates to the topic - Response is organized, but some parts are
Mid-High | at this level is and - Most supporting not fully developed
characterized completes details or examples are | - Demonstrates a moderate degree of control
by most of the task well defined of a variety of structures; some grammatical
the following errors occur
features/ « Appropriate vocabulary with occasional
dimensions: errors, such as misuse of words/idioms or
code-switching
- Some errors in conventions of the
written language (selection of characters;
punctuation; sentence structure), but they do
not impede communication
- Register is usually appropriate (generally
accurate social and/or cultural references
included)
1 A response - Addresses - Moderately relates to - Response is inadequately organized/not
Mid-Low | at this level is and the topic sequenced correctly
characterized completes | - Some supporting - Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of
by most of the task details or examples structures; frequent grammatical errors occur
the following are vague or not well - Limited vocabulary; frequent errors, such as
features/ defined misuse of words/idioms or code-switching
dimensions: - Frequent errors in conventions of the
written language (selection of characters;
punctuation; sentence structure)
- Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social
and/or cultural references included)
0 A response - Partially - Minimally relates to the | - Response is disorganized
Low at this level is addresses topic - Demonstrates a lack of control of most
characterized and/or + Most supporting structures; numerous grammatical errors
by most of partially details or examples impede communication
the following completes are irrelevant or not - Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference
features/ the task effective from another language
dimensions: - Pervasive errors in conventions of the
written language (selection of characters;
punctuation; sentence structure) impede
communication
+ Minimal to no attention to register
(inaccurate social and/or cultural references
included)
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) WRITING
Task 4: Integrated Skills

Features/Dimensions

General Task
Description Completion Topic Development Writing Skills
3 A response « Fully - Directly relates to - Response is well organized and generally
High at this level is addresses the topic; topic well coherent
characterized and developed - Demonstrates a mid-high or high degree
by most of completes | - All or almost all of control of a variety of structures; a few
the following the task supporting details grammatical errors occur with no evident
features/ or examples are patterns
dimensions: appropriate and - Varied vocabulary appropriate for the
effective content and used with precision
- Clearly demonstrates - Very few errors in conventions of the
a high degree of written language (selection of characters;
understanding of the punctuation; sentence structure)
content in the text - Register is appropriate (accurate social
and/or cultural references included)
2 A response - Addresses - Relates to the topic - Response is organized, but some parts are
Mid-High | at this level is and + Most supporting not fully developed
characterized completes details or examples are | - Demonstrates a moderate degree of control
by most of the task well defined of a variety of structures; some grammatical
the following - Demonstrates a errors occur
features/ moderate degree of - Appropriate vocabulary with occasional
dimensions: understanding of the errors, such as misuse of words/idioms or
content in the text code-switching
- Some errors in conventions of the
written language (selection of characters;
punctuation; sentence structure), but they do
not impede communication
- Register is usually appropriate (generally
accurate social and/or cultural references
included)
1 A response - Addresses - Moderately relates to - Response is inadequately organized/not
Mid-Low | at this level is and the topic sequenced correctly
characterized completes | - Some supporting - Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of
by most of the task details or examples structures; frequent grammatical errors occur
the following are vague or not well - Limited vocabulary; frequent errors, such as
features/ defined misuse of words/idioms or code-switching
dimensions: - Demonstrates - Frequent errors in conventions of the
alow degree of written language (selection of characters;
understanding of the punctuation; sentence structure)
content in the text - Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social
and/or cultural references included)
0 A response - Partially - Minimally relates to the | - Response is disorganized
Low at this level is addresses topic - Demonstrates a lack of control of most
characterized and/or - Most supporting structures; numerous grammatical errors
by most of partially details or examples impede communication
the following completes are irrelevant or not - Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference
features/ the task effective from another language
dimensions: - Demonstrates a - Pervasive errors in conventions of the
poor degree of written language (selection of characters;
understanding of the punctuation; sentence structure) impede
content in the text communication
- Minimal to no attention to register
(inaccurate social and/or cultural references
included)
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) SPEAKING

General

Description

Task

Completion

Task 1: Integrated Skills

Features/Dimensions

Topic Development

Language Use

3 A response « Fully - Directly relates to the - Demonstrates a mid-high or high degree
High at this level is addresses topic; well-developed of control of a variety of structures; a few
characterized and treatment of the topic grammatical errors occur with no evident
by most of completes | - All or almost all patterns
the following the task supporting details - Varied vocabulary appropriate for the
features/ or examples are content and used with precision
dimensions: appropriate and - High level of fluency
effective - Very good pronunciation with accurate tones
- Clearly demonstrates - Well organized, generally coherent response
a high degree of - Register is appropriate (accurate social and/
understanding of the or cultural references included)
content in the text
2 A response - Addresses - Relates to the topic - Demonstrates a moderate degree of control
Mid-High | at this level is and - Most supporting of a variety of structures; some grammatical
characterized completes details or examples are | errors occur
by most of the task well defined - Appropriate vocabulary with occasional
the following - Demonstrates a errors, such as making up words, misuse of
features/ moderate degree of words/idioms, or code-switching
dimensions: understanding of the - Moderate level of fluency with occasional
content in the text hesitation; some successful self-correction
- Good pronunciation with generally accurate
tones
- Organized response with some coherence
- Register is usually appropriate (generally
accurate social and/or cultural references
included)
1 A response - Addresses - Moderately relates to - Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of
Mid-Low | at this levelis and the topic structures; frequent grammatical errors occur
characterized completes | - Some supporting - Limited vocabulary; frequent errors, such as
by most of the task details or examples making up words, misuse of words/idioms,
the following are vague or not well and code-switching
features/ defined - Low level of fluency with frequent hesitation
dimensions: - Demonstrates - Fair pronunciation with interference from
alow degree of another language
understanding of the - Disorganized response with little coherence
content in the text - Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social
and/or cultural references included)
0 A response - Partially - Minimally relates to the | - Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous
Low at this level is addresses topic structures; numerous grammatical errors
characterized and/or - Most supporting impede communication
by most of partially details or examples - Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference
the following completes are irrelevant or not from another language
features/ the task effective - Poor fluency with labored expression
dimensions: - Demonstrates a - Poor pronunciation and inaccurate tones,
poor degree of which interfere with comprehension
understanding of the - Disorganized response with no coherence
content in the text - Minimal to no attention to register
(inaccurate social and/or cultural references
included)

The Praxis® Study Companion

36



Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) SPEAKING
Task 2: Express an Opinion or Make an Oral Presentation

General
Description

Task
Completion

Features/Dimensions

Topic Development

Language Use

3 A response «Fully addresses | - Directly relates to the - Demonstrates a mid-high or high degree
High at this level is and completes topic, well-developed of control of a variety of structures; a few
characterized the task treatment of the topic grammatical errors occur with no evident
by most of - All of almost all patterns
the following supporting details - Varied vocabulary appropriate for the
features/ or examples are content and used with precision
dimensions: appropriate and - High level of fluency
effective - Very good pronunciation with accurate tones
- Well organized, generally coherent response
- Register is appropriate (accurate social and/
or cultural references included)
2 A response - Addresses and | - Relates to the topic - Demonstrates a moderate degree of control
Mid-High | at this level is completes the | - Most supporting of a variety of structures; some grammatical
characterized task details or examples are | errors occur
by most of well defined - Appropriate vocabulary with occasional
the following errors, such as making up words, misuse of
features/ words/idioms, or code-switching
dimensions: - Moderate level of fluency with occasional
hesitation; some successful self-correction
- Good pronunciation with generally accurate
tones
- Organized response with some coherence
- Register is usually appropriate (generally
accurate social and/or cultural references
included)
1 A response - Addresses and | - Moderately relates to - Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of
Mid-Low | at this levelis completes the the topic structures; frequent grammatical errors occur
characterized task - Some supporting - Limited vocabulary; frequent errors, such as
by most of details or examples making up words, misuse of words/idioms,
the following are vague or not well and code-switching
features/ defined - Low level of fluency with frequent hesitation
dimensions: - Fair pronunciation with interference from
another language
- Disorganized response with little coherence
- Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social
and/or cultural references included)
0 A response - Partially - Minimally relates to the | - Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous
Low at this level is addresses topic structures; numerous grammatical errors
characterized and/or partially | - Most supporting impede communication
by most of completes the details or examples - Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference
the following task are irrelevant or not from another language
features/ effective - Poor fluency with labored expression
dimensions: - Poor pronunciation and inaccurate tones,
which interfere with comprehension
- Disorganized response with no coherence
- Minimal to no attention to register
(inaccurate social and/or cultural references
included)
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PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) SPEAKING
Task 3: Simulated Conversation

General
Description

Task
Completion

Features/Dimensions

Topic Development

Language Use

3 A response « Fully addresses | - Responses relate - Demonstrates a mid-high or high degree
High at this level is and completes directly to the topic of control of a variety of structures; a few
characterized the task and include a well- grammatical errors occur with no evident
by most of - Responds fully | developed treatment patterns
the following to all oralmost | of all or almostall - Varied vocabulary appropriate for the
features/ all of the parts/ | of the elements in content and used with precision
dimensions: prompts of the | the thread of the - High level of fluency
conversation conversation - Very good pronunciation with accurate tones
- Well organized, generally coherent responses
- Register is appropriate (accurate social and/
or cultural references included)
2 A response - Addresses and | - Responses relate to the | - Demonstrates a moderate degree of control
Mid-High | at this level is completes the topic and include most | of a variety of structures; some grammatical
characterized task elements in the thread errors occur
by most of - Responds to of the conversation - Appropriate vocabulary with occasional
the following all or almost all errors, such as making up words, misuse of
features/ of the parts/ words/idioms, or code-switching
dimensions: prompts of the - Moderate level of fluency with occasional
conversation hesitation; some successful self-correction
- Good pronunciation with generally accurate
tones
- Organized responses with some coherence
- Register is usually appropriate (generally
accurate social and/or cultural references
included)
1 A response - Addresses and | - Responses relate - Demonstrates a lack of control of a variety of
Mid-Low | at this level is completes moderately to the structures; frequent grammatical errors occur
characterized some parts of topic and include some | - Limited vocabulary; frequent errors, such as
by most of the task elements in the thread making up words, misuse of words/idioms,
the following | - Responds to of the conversation and code-switching
features/ most parts/ - Low level of fluency with frequent hesitation
dimensions: prompts of the - Fair pronunciation with interference from
conversation another language
- Disorganized responses with little coherence
- Register is inappropriate (inaccurate social
and/or cultural references included)
0 A response - Partially - Responses relate - Demonstrates a lack of control of numerous
Low at this level is addresses minimally to the structures; numerous grammatical errors
characterized and/or partially | topic and include few impede communication
by most of completes the elements in the thread | - Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference
the following task of the conversation from another language
features/ - Responds - Poor fluency with labored expression
dimensions: inappropriately - Poor pronunciation and inaccurate tones,
to some parts/ which interfere with comprehension
prompts of the - Disorganized responses with no coherence
conversation - Minimal to no attention to register
(inaccurate social and/or cultural references
included)
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High

PRAXIS WORLD LANGUAGES SCORING GUIDELINES - CHINESE (MANDARIN) SPEAKING

General Description

A response at this level is
characterized by most of the

following features/dimensions:

Task
Completion

- Reads aloud

the entire
passage within
the allotted
response time

Task 4: Phonetic Read-Aloud

Features/Dimensions

Language Use

- Demonstrates a high level of ability to accurately read

aloud a text written in Hanyu Pinyin

- Very few errors in pronunciation (including tones) and/

or missing syllables

- Pace of delivery is smooth, with little or no hesitation

or repetition; phrasing is natural and appropriate to
the context

2
Mid-High

A response at this level is
characterized by most of the

following features/dimensions:

- Reads aloud

most of the
passage within
the allotted
response time

- Demonstrates a moderate level of ability to accurately

read aloud a text written in Hanyu Pinyin

- Occasional errors in pronunciation (including tones)

and/or missing syllables

- Pace of delivery is generally smooth, with occasional

hesitation or repetition; phrasing is natural and
appropriate to the context

1
Mid-Low

A response at this level is
characterized by most of the

following features/dimensions:

- Reads aloud

about half of
the passage
within the
allotted
response time

- Demonstrates a low level of ability to accurately read

aloud a text written in Hanyu Pinyin

- Frequent errors in pronunciation (including tones)

and/or missing syllables

- Pace of delivery is inconsistent, with frequent

hesitation or repetition; phrasing is often
inappropriate to the context

Low

A response at this level is
characterized by most of the

following features/dimensions:

- Reads aloud

less than
half of the
passage within
the allotted
response time

- Demonstrates a lack of ability to accurately read aloud

a text written in Hanyu Pinyin

- Numerous errors in pronunciation (including tones),

and/or missing syllables

- Pace of delivery is labored, with very frequent

hesitation or repetition; phrasing is mostly
inappropriate to the context
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Constructed-Response Sample Responses for Score of 3

Holistic scoring of test-taker responses is done by content experts who have been through a rigorous training
and qualifying process. Each response is independently scored by two raters using task-specific scoring
guidelines.

Writing Task 1—Phonetic Transcription

Sample Response - Score of 3

Nan2 yuan2 bei3 zhe2

Zhan4 guo? shi2, you3 yil ge4 ren2 cong2 Wei4 guo2 dao4 Chu3 guo2 qu4. Chu3 zai4 Wei4 de
nan2 mian4, dan4 ta que4 gan3 zhe ma3 chel wang3 bei3 pao3. Lu4 shang4 you3 ren2 wen4
tal qud na3 er, tal shuol qu4 Chu3 guo2. Lu4d ren2 gao4 su4 tal: “Dao4 Chu3 guo?2 ying4 gail
wang3 nan2 fangl zou, ni3 de fangl xiang4 bu4 dui4.” Tal shuol:“Wo3 de ma3 shi4 shang4
deng3 hao3 ma3!” Lu4 ren2 shuol:“Ma3 zai4 hao3, ke3 zhe4 bu4 shi4 qu4 Chu3 guo2 de fangl
xiang4 al” Tal shuol:“Wo3 dai4 de yin2 zi duol zhe ne!” Lu4 ren2 ji2 li4 quan4 zu3:“Fangl
xiang4 cuo4 le, yin2 zi zai4 duol ye3'wang4 ran2!” Na4 ren2 bu4 nai4 fan2 de shuol:“Wo3 de
chel ful benl ling3 gaol zhe ne!” Shuol ba4, ji4 xu4 wang3 bei3, li2 Chu3 guo2 yue4 lai2 yued
yuan3. Hou4 lai2, ren2 men yong4 “nan2 yuan2 bei3 zhe2” lai2 xing2 rong2 xing2 dong4 he2
mu4 de xiang1 fan3.

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The response completes the task very successfully, demonstrating a high level of ability to accurately transcribe
a text written in Chinese characters into Hanyu Pinyin, with only a few errors in spelling and indication of tones.
The response earned a score of 3.
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Writing Task 2—Interpersonal Writing: Response to an E-mail or Letter

Sample Response - Score of 3

BRI B
st

FRUSCEI 1 fa S A PR 5 AL o 7 B4 o ASHL B s (R B A T Lk, (HRUE I ¥ 450070/ H ik
MIRZ 7. BRER - FWHNARARTAE, ARSI EM, RINEEL SRR, &7 s
WM —FK NG 54T, AYERET . PrilasEH BRI BN, A aet 5 a2 ¥ 3500
» BEPRELY 4500/ A/ T &L, (ER CAEHNK BT EK &, TS EAE. H5h, EERE
RUETAAPEAERI MG, EE M HRR . mHARE 4, BHRR W7, JIREARAR,
TEAARILIRF A 5 ML, IR SRR A BT L. AP o e, S8 b T AP DR AR Bt
ARG, EHERIG. EESESE, BEEERMB AN, SR FELEZE

Ko !

PE %!
H 9

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The e-mail contains the elements and the content of a good e-mail response. It fully addresses and completes
the task in the prompt with supporting and appropriate details that directly relate to the topic. The e-mail is a
well-organized, coherent response that demonstrates a solid control of a variety of structures, varied vocabulary,
very few errors in writing, and an appropriate register. Overall the response provides evidence of a high degree
of language competence with respect to the task. The response earned a score of 3.
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Writing Task 3—Presentational Writing: Opinion/Position Essay

Sample Response - Score of 3

Ryl SRR U BR AR R, (IR NIRE, SO T TR, S PHAR
oo AR AE ATy, BRMIRZRBN, WKGRFER, E2E VA& TS WA
PRI AT HOE TR, A7 BR AL S Aty s A (IR 1T B, R AR R 25 T e
FRA R, RS, ST g, W . AR 2R ATEIEE R
AT BT SRANR,  NJAZLR L B0 AR, A BEE IR B SRR, T8 e 2 B 5 AR
MBI A IR E IR . RAAEZMNEEBNITE . SRARICE TR, A REIERA Lig
iR NS A o 10 75 SROMI AT M 7 25 O S BRI R 950 o I A NIRRT B ROAR AR T 52
Ry, b RAHR BETE BORSRUE AR R EE A BT R, B AR IR A R 2 MR B A R
O, FERDKEBITEREL SRR R NERIEAR . 290 RS 35 A A S s ek v AR TR,
Ay T NS, AP — 8 N AR IERZ S 8 04T, R el Rt A 383808

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The opinion essay contains the elements and the content of a good opinion essay response. It fully addresses
and completes the task in the prompt with supporting and appropriate details that directly relate to the
topic. The opinion essay is a well-organized, coherent response that demonstrates a solid control of a variety
of structures, varied vocabulary, very few errors in writing, and an appropriate register. Overall the response
provides evidence of a high degree of language competence with respect to the task. The response earned a
score of 3.
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Writing Task 4—Presentational Writing: Integrated Skills

Sample Response - Score of 3

BT ERE, WA I SCEHE SRR FR AT BRI SRR SR 1 S RHE A — i 3. P
NEEGE EARE EAE T 2B s, HRCEREAR, FEHAFELIFFEEN. WXk
KT RN T, SRR A (4 e dr R E . i DASC R 45 S RRAZHEE AR B B 12

A SR SR BEAR £ T B IF B .

PECEHEZ TR RN A LR — R, #Zr iRt PEBA MR RNIER, MRRHE
TS ER R R 220 o ARPIRERAENEAE S, % TN RESIRLAT A2 b i SR B 25
fA—F)Eah “RAR, RVER, ZRMRTEITR” SNPUEIEREREE . JAMHRE LR SCRHE R
R, EAGYIZEGD, MR A, SGHEREE. T1CR H CRORITIRRRE
AERZ IR 7 IEH B2, BESIMMEYL, ERNZ 0 ERAIRER, M EA g1
Ho WM RREA LR REE T, CHFHGEREN, HAE RERZ 7lE, HL220 T
P il e, ERNAXRMA Cats/ Bt Prileig s e m2as, A& ki
TR AREOAC, AT, B L AJEERR, TS A R2 AE080/590
JEATHEEA G AT, A ORI RN AR RN, EZER - TESNEE, &T
— AL N

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The integrated-skills writing response contains the elements and the content of a good essay response. It fully
addresses and completes the task in the prompt with supporting and appropriate details. It demonstrates an
understanding of the content of the passage and directly relates to the topic. The essay is a well-organized,
coherent response that demonstrates a solid control of a variety of structures, varied vocabulary, very few errors
in writing, and an appropriate register. Overall the response provides evidence of a high degree of language
competence with respect to the task. The response earned a score of 3.
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Speaking Task 1—Presentational Speaking: Integrated Skills

Sample Response - Score of 3

AR R IRAEA L B — RS0, RS LmZa . WP REUUSER], 461 2o
S RAFRAETERS AR, S E CRATEIRMG . BN E Z T RN 028l E AR
Ty, ANBOACEEF NP AARAME S, FAPMEC BRI ARRR R B S h —ACREFH Dl R AR —
A% HURTRE, TR SCBHAY B TRk D, SEEAEZ T 0, EAMh M 2R
ZRMHE YL, PR FER R 5, AP - BERF5E) . K RICHTA KR 558 #R
BWRARTY, WEL PR AT, Solok DREE. ElabkiERE R KR 27 5k )
LA AT L, WA RO NI, ARMRIE, NMEREE L2 TAN, B2 ik
THUNEERE. B #8. S5 ZBAE, M4 R NR . BEERIARER A A
GG, D CLRRE SR Rl S B ERZOR AN B I 3235 o B 2% TRl /DR, An] LL22HER
LS B o E), LhiEE O BOEIEINIT . SR8, st CETiREE, 28
R X EE T RN, Rz T=HNRER, BAZEERAHCH 0, ZREMAE AR
EER . CPRARATBUR R ERERE, ZN, W L2t A s . iR
U7 2 IR R R SR A SR EIEE), sBRER T E O, ENOZEOEE . ARE AN
I BN, BOMEBITSTEE RN HEE T, EETRZIRMEEEL, 12181
flsl &R 2 NS H 58, a2 A

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The integrated-skills speaking response contains the elements and the content of a good presentation. It fully
addresses and completes the task in the prompt with supporting and appropriate details. It demonstrates

an understanding of the content of the passage and directly relates to the topic. The presentation is a well-
organized, coherent response that demonstrates a solid control of a variety of structures, varied vocabulary,
very good pronunciation with accurate tones, a high level of fluency, and an appropriate register. Overall the
response provides evidence of a high degree of language competence with respect to the task. The response
earned a score of 3.
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Speaking Task 2—Presentational Speaking: Express an Opinion or Make an Oral
Presentation

Sample Response - Score of 3

TR R AE S — 3 — IR A IS B e A B A Pl — b, WEIERRZ A 7 BRIk (HAZR 2
BAW— B, HRRE G R, PR RIRE . B, BeRb IR AR NI 5 7 A
BEIE, AFRRAFES, MiFAWETDEZ, W RERS JHEE, RER, LR gRRE

F, SR ERPUEGIEL, JEEAERIIRE PR IEF S NHULZ K. 55—, kR
Py [ R 8 0 o IR AR AR K B RE TR . SR UMRR, SRR S AR KU iR, WP RITE
SN AR 20 B AT BT B R AT 2, A ] AR o AR R B o, BEAnIRAT PRI 9 <5, G
JE R e —EROR B, B [ (BRI — (AR, GRS R BRI R &
BT R AT RS R SR AN AE RO ER BT LY 1 A S S IR AP 0 A 3 3 AR K AR
MISZEE, Pt AFRASBESR 3 T BUR RIS (HTRE -

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The presentational speaking response contains the elements of a good presentation. It fully addresses and
completes the task in the prompt with supporting and appropriate details that directly relate to the topic. The
presentation is a well-organized, coherent response that demonstrates a solid control of a variety of structures,
varied vocabulary, very good pronunciation with accurate tones, a high level of fluency, and an appropriate
register. Overall the response provides evidence of a high degree of language competence with respect to the
task. The response earned a score of 3.
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Speaking Task 3—Interpersonal Speaking: Simulated Conversation

Sample Response - Score of 3

LSty JRAE—IE AT CAETHE 184S RALEBE Y 1 — 18 = AR R PRI A 1A JE R s

2. HAEKATGT o WEWUIRRAA EAL ZRIBPERIRAV 5], AR REAS AL W] LASE 5 8 b 4T A
Ir?

3. MEFNE . F34h, Wik B b5 REAN 24/ NFREIR T 2 A RIS 2 TR 2 3K 1 RV R ] SEUOK
JIT LA B A R MG 1 1 2B 52 K . A5 20

498, PSSR T A ARG ? SR (IR A B 7 R EANEALHAR TAE S, R
ANELAEEES M BSOS, FORBEA AR .

5. W, WHEN. FAMAREIREE IR AR BRI =R B b M, B SR FEB L.

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The speaking responses in the simulated conversation contain the elements and the content of a good
conversation. The responses fully address and complete the task in all or almost all of the exchanges. The
responses demonstrate an understanding of the content in the exchanges and directly relate to the topic.
The exchanges demonstrate a well-organized and coherent set of responses, a solid control of a variety of
structures, varied vocabulary, very good pronunciation with accurate tones, a high level of fluency, and an
appropriate register. Overall the responses provide evidence of a high degree of language competence with
respect to the task. The response earned a score of 3.
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Speaking Task 4—Phonetic Read-Aloud

Sample Response - Score of 3

Faxian jiaglwén

Qingchao Guangxu nianjian, jinshixuéjia Wang Yirdng shi dangshi zui gao xuéfl gudzijian de
zhlgudn guanyuan. Y1 ci, ta kanjian y1 wei zhongyao jiao ldnggu, juéde giguai, jiu fan kan yaozha,
méi xiangdao shangmian jlran you y1 zhdng kan si wénzi de td’an. Yushi ba sudydu de ldnggu
dou maile xidlai, faxian méi pian lénggl shang dou yodu xiangsi de tu’an. Ta quexin zhé shi yi
zhdng wénzi. Jingguo kaozhéng, quéren shi Yin-Shang shiqi xiangdang chéngshu de wénzi
xitdng. Shijiti shiji mo, rénmen zhdodaole 16nggl chitl de difang, zai Hénan Anyang Xidotdncan.
Yinwei zhéxié 16nggl zhuyao shi Yin-Shang shidai ke zai guijia shou gl shang de wénzi, sudyi
jiang tamen mingming wéi “jidagliwén”. Zai zdnggong shiwan yu pian you zi jia g zhong, hanydu
sigian duo butdong de wénzi tuxing, ér yijing shibié de yué you lianggian wlbai duo zi.

Explanation of Sample Score of 3

The candidate successfully completes the task by reading aloud the entire passage within the allotted response
time. The response demonstrates a high level of ability to accurately read aloud a text written in Hanyu Pinyin,
with only a few errors in pronunciation of tones. The pace of delivery is smooth, with no hesitation or repetition,
and the phrasing is natural and appropriate to the context. The response earned a score of 3.
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4. Determine Your Strategy for Success

Set clear goals and deadlines so your test preparation is focused and efficient

Effective Praxis test preparation doesn't just happen. You'll want to set clear goals and deadlines for yourself
along the way. Otherwise, you may not feel ready and confident on test day.

1) Learn what the test covers.

You may have heard that there are several different versions of the same test. It's true. You may take one
version of the test and your friend may take a different version a few months later. Each test has different
questions covering the same subject area, but both versions of the test measure the same skills and
content knowledge.

You'll find specific information on the test you're taking on page 5, which outlines the content categories
that the test measures and what percentage of the test covers each topic. Visit www.ets.org/praxis/
testprep for information on other Praxis tests.

2) Assess how well you know the content.
Research shows that test takers tend to overestimate their preparedness—this is why some test takers
assume they did well and then find out they did not pass.

The Praxis tests are demanding enough to require serious review of likely content, and the longer you've
been away from the content, the more preparation you will most likely need. If it has been longer than a few
months since you've studied your content area, make a concerted effort to prepare.

3) Collect study materials.
Gathering and organizing your materials for review are critical steps in preparing for the Praxis tests. Consider
the following reference sources as you plan your study:
- Did you take a course in which the content area was covered? If yes, do you still have your books or
your notes?

« Does your local library have a high school-level textbook in this area? Does your college library have a
good introductory college-level textbook in this area?

Practice materials are available for purchase for many Praxis tests at www.ets.org/praxis/testprep. Test
preparation materials include sample questions and answers with explanations.

4) Plan and organize your time.
You can begin to plan and organize your time while you are still collecting materials. Allow yourself plenty of
review time to avoid cramming new material at the end. Here are a few tips:

- Choose a test date far enough in the future to leave you plenty of preparation time. Test dates can be
found at www.ets.org/praxis/register/centers dates/.

- Work backward from that date to figure out how much time you will need for review.

- Set a realistic schedule—and stick to it.
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5) Practice explaining the key concepts.

Praxis tests with constructed-response questions assess your ability to explain material effectively. As a
teacher, you'll need to be able to explain concepts and processes to students in a clear, understandable
way. What are the major concepts you will be required to teach? Can you explain them in your own words
accurately, completely, and clearly? Practice explaining these concepts to test your ability to effectively
explain what you know.

6) Understand how questions will be scored.

Scoring information can be found on page 64.

7) Develop a study plan.

A study plan provides a road map to prepare for the Praxis tests. It can help you understand what skills and
knowledge are covered on the test and where to focus your attention. Use the study plan template on page
53 to organize your efforts.

And most important—get started!

Would a Study Group Work for You?

Using this guide as part of a study group

People who have a lot of studying to do sometimes find it helpful to form a study group with others who are
working toward the same goal. Study groups give members opportunities to ask questions and get detailed
answers. In a group, some members usually have a better understanding of certain topics, while others in the
group may be better at other topics. As members take turns explaining concepts to one another, everyone
builds self-confidence.

If the group encounters a question that none of the members can answer well, the group can go to a teacher or
other expert and get answers efficiently. Because study groups schedule regular meetings, members study in a
more disciplined fashion. They also gain emotional support. The group should be large enough so that multiple
people can contribute different kinds of knowledge, but small enough so that it stays focused. Often, three to
six members is a good size.

Here are some ways to use this guide as part of a study group:

« Plan the group’s study program. Parts of the study plan template, beginning on page 53, can help
to structure your group’s study program. By filling out the first five columns and sharing the worksheets,
everyone will learn more about your group’s mix of abilities and about the resources, such as textbooks, that
members can share with the group. In the sixth column (“Dates | will study the content”), you can create an
overall schedule for your group’s study program.

+ Plan individual group sessions. At the end of each session, the group should decide what specific
topics will be covered at the next meeting and who will present each topic. Use the topic headings and
subheadings in the Test at a Glance table on page 5 to select topics, and then select practice questions,
beginning on page 15.

+ Prepare your presentation for the group. When it's your turn to present, prepare something that is
more than a lecture. Write two or three original questions to pose to the group. Practicing writing actual
questions can help you better understand the topics covered on the test as well as the types of questions
you will encounter on the test. It will also give other members of the group extra practice at answering
questions.
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- Take a practice test together. The idea of a practice test is to simulate an actual administration of the
test, so scheduling a test session with the group will add to the realism and may also help boost everyone’s
confidence. Remember, complete the practice test using only the time that will be allotted for that test on
your administration day.

Learn from the results of the practice test. Review the results of the practice test, including the
number of questions answered correctly in each content category. For tests that contain constructed-
response questions, look at the Sample Test Questions section, which also contain sample responses to
those questions and shows how they were scored. Then try to follow the same guidelines that the test
scorers use.

Be as critical as you can. You're not doing your study partner(s) any favors by letting them get away with
an answer that does not cover all parts of the question adequately.

Be specific. Write comments that are as detailed as the comments about the sample responses. Indicate
where and how your study partner(s) are doing an inadequate job of answering the question. Writing notes
in the margins of the answer sheet may also help.

- Be supportive. Include comments that point out what your study partner(s) got right.

Then plan one or more study sessions based on aspects of the questions on which group members performed
poorly. For example, each group member might be responsible for rewriting one paragraph of a response in
which someone else did an inadequate job.

Whether you decide to study alone or with a group, remember that the best way to prepare is to have an
organized plan. The plan should set goals based on specific topics and skills that you need to learn, and it
should commit you to a realistic set of deadlines for meeting those goals. Then you need to discipline yourself
to stick with your plan and accomplish your goals on schedule.
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5. Develop Your Study Plan

Develop a personalized study plan and schedule

Planning your study time is important because it will help ensure that you review all content areas covered on the
test. Use the sample study plan below as a guide. It shows a plan for the Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading
test. Following that is a study plan template that you can fill out to create your own plan. Use the “Learn about Your
Test"and "Test Specifications" information beginning on page 5 to help complete it.

Use this worksheet to:

1. Define Content Areas: List the most important content areas for your test as defined in chapter 1.

2. Determine Strengths and Weaknesses: Identify your strengths and weaknesses in each content area.

3. Identify Resources: Identify the books, courses, and other resources you plan to use for each content area.
4. Study: Create and commit to a schedule that provides for regular study periods.

Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading (5712)

Praxis Test Name (Test Code):

Test Date: 9/15/15
How well do What Where can | Dates | will
Content covered Description I know the | resourcesdol find the study the Date
of content content? have/need for resources | con¥ent completed
(scale 1-5) the content? need?
Key Ideas and Details
Draw inferences and . )
e Middle school | College library,
Close reading Ljrnggaitls?:tsegocrgnttzit 3 English middle school 7/15/15 7/15/15
of a reading selection textbook teacher
Id;gti;yrsgg;rgfatrki\eesni;m Middle school | College library,
Determining ideas i%ea F())r primary purpose 3 English middle school 7/17/15 7/17/15
of a reading selection textbook teacher
?re;at:];ypshurglglagfshe Middle and College library,
Determining ideas | supporting ideas and 3 E'gT.SEhOd wdhdleﬁndl 7/20/15 7/21/15
specific details in a ngis 19h schoo
reading selection textbook teachers
Craft, Structure, and Language Skills
Determine the author’s Middle and College library,
. attitude toward material high school middle and
Interpreting tone discussed in a reading 4 English high school 7/25/13 7/26/15
selection textbook teachers
Identify key transition mldhdlsecﬁggl College library,
Analysis of words and phrases in a 3 Eng lish middle and 7/25/15 7/27/15
structure reading selection and tex%book high school
how they are used i ' teachers
dictionary
Identify how a reading ) College library,
Analysis of selection is organized '{'e'gtgggioo' course notes,
Y in terms of cause/effect, 5 ' high school 8/1/15 8/1/15
structure college course
compare/contrast, notes teacher, college
problem/solution, etc. professor
Determine the role that ) College library,
an idea, reference, or tHe'thZZZiOd course notes,
Author’s purpose | piece of information 5 college cburse high school 8/1/15 8/1/15
plays in an author’s notesg teacher, college
discussion or argument professor

(continued on next page)

|
The Praxis® Study Companion 51



Step 5: Develop Your Study Plan
|

How well do What Where can | Dates
Content covered Description I know the | resourcesdol find the 1 will Date
of content content? have/need for resources | study the | completed
(scale 1-5) the content? need? content
Determine whether ) College library,
Lanauage in information presented tHeIStkt])Zg&oo' course notes,
differe?wt cgntexts in a reading selection 4 college course high school 8/1/15 8/1/15
is presented as fact or note? teacher, college
opinion professor
Identify the meanings of High school Sgﬂfsgeenl(')btreasry’
Contextual words as they are used in 5 textbook, hi '
: - igh school 8/1/15 8/1/15
meaning the context of a reading college course
. teacher, college
selection notes
professor
' College library,
Fiaurative Understand figurative tHeIStEgg;OOl course notes,
9 language and nuances in 2 ' high school 8/8/15 8/8/15
language ! college course
word meanings notes teacher, college
professor
Understand a range Hiah school College library,
of words and phrases tegtbook course notes,
Vocabulary range | sufficient for reading at 2 ' high school 8/15/15 8/17/15
college course
the college and career notes teacher, college
readiness level professor
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Analyze content College librar
presented in diverse High school Coursge notes Vi
Diverse media and | media and formats, textbook, ; '
X . X 2 high school 8/22/15 8/24/15
formats including visually and college course
e teacher, college
quantitatively, as well as notes
. professor
in words
. College library,
Evaluation of Identify the relationship tHeIStkt])Zg&oo' course notes,
among ideas presented 4 ’ high school 8/24/15 8/24/15
arguments ; ; ; college course
in a reading selection notes teacher, college
professor
Determine whether ' College library,
Evaluation of evidence strengthens, g’g&;ﬁom course notes,
weakens, or is relevant 3 ' high school 8/27/15 8/27/15
arguments . college course
to the argumentsina notes teacher, college
reading selection professor
Determine the logical High school Sgﬂresgéenlgbtgy’
Evaluation of assumptions upon 5 textbook, high school 8/28/15 8/30/15
arguments which an argument or college course
C teacher, college
conclusion is based notes
professor
Hiah school College library,
Evaluation of Draw conclusions from tegtbook course notes,
arquments material presented in a 5 college cé)urse high school 8/30/15 8/31/15
9 reading selection notesg teacher, college
professor
Recognize or predict )
ideas or situations that High school ggﬂi%enlggy’
Comparison of | are extensions of or textbook, ; '
L 4 high school 9/3/15 9/4/15
texts similar to what has been college course
X ; teacher, college
presented in a reading notes f
selection protessor
) College library,
Comparison of Apply ideas presented tHeIStEgZiOd course notes,
?exts in a reading selection to 2 college cburse high school 9/5/15 9/6/15
other situations notesg teacher, college
professor
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My Study Plan

Use this worksheet to:

1. Define Content Areas: List the most important content areas for your test as defined in chapter 1.

2. Determine Strengths and Weaknesses: |dentify your strengths and weaknesses in each content area.

3. Identify Resources: Identify the books, courses, and other resources you plan to use for each content area.
4. Study: Create and commit to a schedule that provides for regular study periods.

Praxis Test Name (Test Code):

Test Date:
How well do What Where can | Dates | will
Content covered Description I know the | resourcesdol find the study this Date
of content content? have/need for resources | Y completed
. content
(scale 1-5) this content? need?

(continued on next page)
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How well do What Where can|

. Dates I will
Description I know the | resourcesdol find the Date
Content covered of content content? have/need for resources | study the completed
content
(scale 1-5) the content? need?

|
The Praxis® Study Companion 54



Step 6: Review Study Topics
|

6. Review Study Topics

Review study topics with questions for discussion

Using the Study Topics That Follow

The Chinese (Mandarin): World Language test is designed to measure the knowledge and skills necessary for a
beginning teacher.

This chapter is intended to help you organize your preparation for the test and to give you a clear indication of
the depth and breadth of the knowledge required for success on the test.

Virtually all accredited programs address the topics covered by the test; however, you are not expected to be
an expert on all aspects of the topics that follow. However, since most programs in Chinese offered at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels address the majority of these competencies and knowledge, you should be
able to show competence in each of the following areas:

- Communicating effectively in spoken Chinese
- Communicating effectively in written Chinese
Demonstrating familiarity with the cultures of Chinese-speaking societies
Demonstrating understanding of linguistic and grammatical aspects of the Chinese language

Demonstrating the ability to comprehend texts written in simplified characters and texts written in
traditional characters

Demonstrating the ability to transcribe Chinese characters into Hanyu Pinyin and to read aloud a passage
written in Hanyu Pinyin

You are likely to find that the topics that follow are covered by most introductory textbooks. Consult materials
and resources, including lecture and laboratory notes, from all your coursework. You should be able to match up
specific topics and subtopics with what you have covered in your courses.

Try not to be overwhelmed by the volume and scope of content knowledge in this guide. Although a specific
term may not seem familiar as you see it here, you might find you can understand it when applied to a real-life
situation. Many of the items on the actual test will provide you with a context to apply to these topics or terms.

Discussion Areas

Interspersed throughout the study topics are discussion areas, presented as open-ended questions or
statements. These discussion areas are intended to help test your knowledge of fundamental concepts and your
ability to apply those concepts to situations in the classroom or the real world. Most of the areas require you

to combine several pieces of knowledge to formulate an integrated understanding and response. If you spend
time on these areas, you will gain increased understanding and facility with the subject matter covered on the
test. You may want to discuss these areas and your answers with a teacher or mentor.

Note that this study companion does not provide answers for the discussion area questions, but thinking about the
answers to them will help improve your understanding of fundamental concepts and will probably help you
answer a broad range of questions on the test.
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Study Topics

An overview of the areas covered on the test, along
with their subareas, follows.

I.  Content Categories |, II, IV, and V -
Language, Linguistics, and Comparisons
(88%)

A.

The

Demonstrating language proficiency in
the target language at the Advanced Low
level for Listening and Speaking, and at
the Intermediate High level for Reading
and Writing (both levels as described in
the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages [ACTFL] Proficiency
Guidelines)

beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

Knows how to communicate in the target
language with native speakers unaccustomed
to interacting with nonnative speakers, with
sufficient accuracy, clarity, and precision to
convey the intended message

Knows how to communicate in the
interpersonal mode (speaking) by
participating actively in informal and formal
conversations on topics covering home,
school, leisure activities, and current events

Knows how to communicate in the
interpersonal mode (writing) by using Chinese
characters in written exchanges on daily
topics

Comprehends in the interpretive mode
(listening) main ideas and supporting details
of audio segments, such as news items, short
stories, social notices, and reports on familiar
topics that deal with factual information

Comprehends in the interpretive mode
(reading) main ideas and supporting details of
printed texts, such as news items, short
stories, social notices, and reports on familiar
topics that deal with factual information
Knows how to read effectively and
understand written texts in traditional and
simplified characters

Knows how to negotiate meaning in order to
sustain an interaction

8. Knows how to move beyond literal

comprehension in the interpretive mode
(listening) by inferring the meaning of
unfamiliar words and phrases in new contexts,
by inferring and interpreting the speaker’s
intent, and by offering a personal
interpretation of the message

9. Knows how to move beyond literal

comprehension in the interpretive mode
(reading) by inferring the meaning of
unfamiliar words and phrases in new contexts,
by inferring and interpreting the author’s
intent, and by offering a personal
interpretation of the message

10. Understands the gist of normal conversational

11

speech on a variety of topics

. Knows how to communicate in the

presentational mode (writing) by using
Chinese characters to write routine social
correspondence, as well as coherent
narratives, descriptions, and summaries about
familiar topics of a factual nature in paragraph
length in present, past, and future time

12. Knows how to communicate orally in the

presentational mode (speaking) by delivering
oral presentations on familiar literary or
cultural topics and by incorporating
extralinguistic support to facilitate oral
presentations that are extemporaneous or
prepared but not read

Understanding linguistics —linguistic
features of the target language

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

1.

Understands the elements of phonetics and
phonology and can demonstrate accuracy in
pronouncing the four tones of Mandarin
Chinese and transcribing the sounds of
Mandarin Chinese using the Hanyu Pinyin
phonetic transcription system

2. Recognizes key cohesive devices

(conjunctions and adverbs) used in connected
discourse

3. Understands high-frequency idiomatic

expressions and can infer the meaning of
words and sentences

4. Knows how to explain the rules that govern

the formation of words and sentences in the
target language
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Content Category lll - Cultures,
Literatures, and Cross-disciplinary
Concepts (12%)

Demonstrating cultural understanding—
connections among the perspectives,
practices, and products of the target
culture

5. Knows how to exemplify the rules with Il
examples from the target language, such as
the verbal system, pronouns, word order, and
interrogatives, in terms of both regularities A.
and irregularities

6. Knows how to identify and use pragmatic and
sociolinguistic conventions and register
(formal and informal forms of address)

C. Comparison of target language with

English 1. Knows the three Ps:

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher:

The beginning Chinese (Mandarin) teacher: a.  perspectives (such as attitudes, ideas,
beliefs, and values)
1. S_?_?WS hovvgo |dent|fyh5|m|lar|t|(|es and g b.  practices (patterns of behavior and
El el.rek?ces etween the target language an social interaction, such as greetings, turn
nglis

taking, and rites of passage)
2. Knows how to contrast syntactical patterns of

simple sentences and questions with those of
English

c.  products (such as tools, foods, laws, art,
literature, and music)

2. Recognizes the value and role of authentic

Discussion areas: Language, Linguistics, literary and cultural texts—such as songs

and Comparisons

- What strategies can be used to interpret
implicit meaning in a listening selection or a
reading passage in a given context?

poems, rhymes and chants, children’s books,
narrative text, and novels—and the use of
those texts to interpret and reflect on the
perspectives of the target culture

Discussion areas: Cultures, Literatures, and
Cross-disciplinary Concepts

What criteria determine the use of
appropriate register in interpersonal spoken

and written communication? - What are some specific examples of

perspectives, practices, and products that
help inform one's understanding of the
target culture?

+ How can one familiarize oneself with
regional linguistic variations often
encountered in authentic spoken and
written language?

What strategies can be implemented to
master the use of vocabulary, idiomatic
expressions, and grammatical structures
(verb forms, sentence constructions,
pronouns, adverbs, etc.) in the target
language?

- Ifoneis accustomed to reading simplified
characters, what strategies can be used to
comprehend a text written in traditional
characters, and vice versa?
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Cultural Knowledge Topics

The following is a list of possible topics that may be
included in the Cultural Knowledge component of the
test. This list is in no way comprehensive, but it provides
an idea of the type of topics related to the culture of
Chinese-speaking societies that may appear in the test.

Lifestyles and Societies

In these questions, your knowledge of the way of life
and customs of Chinese-speaking societies will be
tested.
Contemporary lifestyles
Food
Social behaviors and customs
Commonly celebrated traditional and public holidays
Family relationships
Education
Regional variations and their characteristics
- Traditions
Recreation and vacations
Health

Sociolinguistic Elements of Chinese

These questions test your knowledge and
understanding of appropriate language and expressions.
Based on the language in a selection, you may be
required to make inferences regarding the social
situation or the audience.

- Customary usage of certain words or expressions to
indicate register (formal and informal forms of
address, such as the use of #& as opposed to 17,
and appropriate kinship terminology)

- Idiomatic expressions and common sayings

- Basic knowledge of regional dialects

Literature and the Arts

For these questions, you should acquaint yourself with
the most commonly known works, authors, and artistic
trends in Chinese-speaking societies.

- Major trends, periods and movements in Chinese
literature
Examples: #fag JERF. Kads Joill. BIEN
A IR BURSCER, SCERRAERIE AN
H ARENI . RS
Significant figures, works, and trends in traditional
Chinese arts and calligraphy
Examples: [H&HE Cl/KE. mEH. THEE) |
EEL A JUREEE . JHRURK. RE. £
M. FEA. BILH . RATHEAR

Chinese architecture

Examples: B3, =&, FKE. @9, B, Re

- Traditional Chinese musical instruments, theater, and
martial arts
Examples: 55, ML, 501 HiJ78. #UkT

History

In these questions, your knowledge of basic historical
facts and background of China and Chinese-speaking
societies will be tested.

- Traditional or mythic ancestry
Myths and legends
Special characteristics of dynasties
Contributions of Chinese culture to world civilization
Relations with other countries

Most important events and principal historic figures of
China

Contemporary world politics and economics as they
relate to China and other Chinese-speaking societies

Geography

Sometimes a Cultural Knowledge question may
involve locating and identifying regions by their short
names and/or representative characteristics (e.g.,
weather, special cultural events, food and specialties) or
identifying major geographical features such as cities,
rivers, or mountains in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.

Once again, test takers are reminded that these are
simply lists of possible areas, topics, events, and figures
representing the major categories that may be covered
in the Cultural Knowledge component of the test.
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7. Review Smart Tips for Success

Follow test-taking tips developed by experts

Learn from the experts. Take advantage of the following answers to questions you may have and practical tips
to help you navigate the Praxis test and make the best use of your time.

Should | guess?

Yes. Your score is based on the number of questions you answer correctly, with no penalty or subtraction for an
incorrect answer. When you don't know the answer to a question, try to eliminate any obviously wrong answers
and then guess at the correct one. Try to pace yourself so that you have enough time to carefully consider
every question.

Can | answer the questions in any order?

You can answer the questions in order or skip questions and come back to them later. If you skip a question,
you can also mark it so that you can remember to return and answer it later. Remember that questions left
unanswered are treated the same as questions answered incorrectly, so it is to your advantage to answer every
question.

Are there trick questions on the test?

No. There are no hidden meanings or trick questions. All of the questions on the test ask about subject matter
knowledge in a straightforward manner.

Are there answer patterns on the test?

No. You might have heard this myth: the answers on tests follow patterns. Another myth is that there will never
be more than two questions in a row with the correct answer in the same position among the choices. Neither
myth is true. Select the answer you think is correct based on your knowledge of the subject.

Can | write on the scratch paper | am given?

Yes. You can work out problems on the scratch paper, make notes to yourself, or write anything at all. Your
scratch paper will be destroyed after you are finished with it, so use it in any way that is helpful to you. But make
sure to select or enter your answers on the computer.

Smart Tips for Taking the Test

1. Skip the questions you find extremely difficult. Rather than trying to answer these on your first pass
through the test, you may want to leave them blank and mark them so that you can return to them later.
Pay attention to the time as you answer the rest of the questions on the test, and try to finish with 10 or
15 minutes remaining so that you can go back over the questions you left blank. Even if you don't know
the answer the second time you read the questions, see if you can narrow down the possible answers, and
then guess. Your score is based on the number of right answers, so it is to your advantage to answer every
question.
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2. Keep track of the time. The on-screen clock will tell you how much time you have left. You will probably
have plenty of time to answer all of the questions, but if you find yourself becoming bogged down, you
might decide to move on and come back to any unanswered questions later.

3. Read all of the possible answers before selecting one. For questions that require you to select more
than one answer, or to make another kind of selection, consider the most likely answers given what the
question is asking. Then reread the question to be sure the answer(s) you have given really answer the
question. Remember, a question that contains a phrase such as “Which of the following does NOT .. ."is
asking for the one answer that is NOT a correct statement or conclusion.

4. Check your answers. If you have extra time left over at the end of the test, look over each question and
make sure that you have answered it as you intended. Many test takers make careless mistakes that they
could have corrected if they had checked their answers.

5. Don’t worry about your score when you are taking the test. No one is expected to answer all of the
questions correctly. Your score on this test is not analogous to your score on the GRE® or other tests. It doesn't
matter on the Praxis tests whether you score very high or barely pass. If you meet the minimum passing
scores for your state and you meet the state’s other requirements for obtaining a teaching license, you will
receive a license. In other words, what matters is meeting the minimum passing score. You can find passing
scores for all states that use the Praxis tests at http://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/passing scores.pdf or on
the web site of the state for which you are seeking certification/licensure.

6. Use your energy to take the test, not to get frustrated by it. Getting frustrated only increases stress
and decreases the likelihood that you will do your best. Highly qualified educators and test development
professionals, all with backgrounds in teaching, worked diligently to make the test a fair and valid measure
of your knowledge and skills. Your state painstakingly reviewed the test before adopting it as a licensure
requirement. The best thing to do is concentrate on answering the questions.
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8. Check on Testing Accommodations

See if you qualify for accommodations to take the Praxis test

What if English is not my primary language?

Praxis tests are given only in English. If your primary language is not English (PLNE), you may be eligible for
extended testing time. For more details, visit www.ets.org/praxis/register/plne_accommodations/.

What if | have a disability or other health-related need?

The following accommodations are available for Praxis test takers who meet the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) Amendments Act disability requirements:

- Extended testing time

- Additional rest breaks

- Separate testing room

« Writer/recorder of answers

- Test reader

- Sign language interpreter for spoken directions only
- Perkins Brailler

- Braille slate and stylus

« Printed copy of spoken directions
« Oral interpreter

- Audio test

- Braille test

- Large print test book

- Large print answer sheet

- Listening section omitted

For more information on these accommodations, visit www.ets.org/praxis/register/disabilities.

Note: Test takers who have health-related needs requiring them to bring equipment, beverages, or snacks into
the testing room or to take extra or extended breaks must request these accommodations by following the
procedures described in the Bulletin Supplement for Test Takers with Disabilities or Health-Related Needs (PDF),
which can be found at http://www.ets.org/s/disabilities/pdf/bulletin _supplement test takers with
disabilities_health needs.pdf.

You can find additional information on available resources for test takers with disabilities or health-related needs
at www.ets.org/disabilities.
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9. Do Your Best on Test Day

Get ready for test day so you will be calm and confident

You followed your study plan. You prepared for the test. Now it's time to prepare for test day.

Plan to end your review a day or two before the actual test date so you avoid cramming. Take a dry run to the
test center so you're sure of the route, traffic conditions, and parking. Most of all, you want to eliminate any
unexpected factors that could distract you from your ultimate goal—passing the Praxis test!

On the day of the test, you should:

be well rested

- wear comfortable clothes and dress in layers

- eat before you take the test

bring an acceptable and valid photo identification with you

- bring an approved calculator only if one is specifically permitted for the test you are taking (see Calculator
Use, at http://www.ets.org/praxis/test day/policies/calculators)

« be prepared to stand in line to check in or to wait while other test takers check in

You can't control the testing situation, but you can control yourself. Stay calm. The supervisors are well trained
and make every effort to provide uniform testing conditions, but don't let it bother you if the test doesn't start
exactly on time. You will have the allotted amount of time once it does start.

You can think of preparing for this test as training for an athletic event. Once you've trained, prepared, and
rested, give it everything you've got.

What items am | restricted from bringing into the test center?

You cannot bring into the test center personal items such as:

- handbags, knapsacks, or briefcases
- water bottles or canned or bottled beverages
- study materials, books, or notes

- pens, pencils, scrap paper, or calculators, unless specifically permitted for the test you are taking (see
Calculator Use, at http://www.ets.org/praxis/test day/policies/calculators)

- any electronic, photographic, recording, or listening devices

Personal items are not allowed in the testing room and will not be available to you during the test or during
breaks. You may also be asked to empty your pockets. At some centers, you will be assigned a space to store
your belongings, such as handbags and study materials. Some centers do not have secure storage space
available, so please plan accordingly.

Test centers assume no responsibility for your personal items.
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If you have health-related needs requiring you to bring equipment, beverages or snacks into the testing
room or to take extra or extended breaks, you need to request accommodations in advance. Procedures for
requesting accommodations are described in the Bulletin Supplement for Test Takers with Disabilities or
Health-related Needs (PDF).

Note: All cell phones, smart phones (e.g., Android® devices, iPhones®, etc.), and other electronic, photographic,
recording, or listening devices are strictly prohibited from the test center. If you are seen with such a device, you
will be dismissed from the test, your test scores will be canceled, and you will forfeit your test fees. If you are
seen using such a device, the device will be confiscated and inspected. For more information on what you can
bring to the test center, visit www.ets.org/praxis/test day/bring.

Are You Ready?

Complete this checklist to determine whether you are ready to take your test.

3 Do you know the testing requirements for the license or certification you are seeking in the state(s) where
you plan to teach?

(3 Have you followed all of the test registration procedures?

3 Do you know the topics that will be covered in each test you plan to take?

(J Have you reviewed any textbooks, class notes, and course readings that relate to the topics covered?
3 Do you know how long the test will take and the number of questions it contains?

O Have you considered how you will pace your work?

3 Are you familiar with the types of questions for your test?

3 Are you familiar with the recommended test-taking strategies?

O Have you practiced by working through the practice questions in this study companion or in a study
guide or practice test?

3 If constructed-response questions are part of your test, do you understand the scoring criteria for
these questions?

3 If you are repeating a Praxis test, have you analyzed your previous score report to determine areas where
additional study and test preparation could be useful?

If you answered “yes”to the questions above, your preparation has paid off. Now take the Praxis test, do your
best, pass it—and begin your teaching career!
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10. Understand Your Scores

Understand how tests are scored and how to interpret your test scores

Of course, passing the Praxis test is important to you so you need to understand what your scores mean and
what your state requirements are.

What are the score requirements for my state?

States, institutions, and associations that require the tests set their own passing scores. Visit
www.ets.org/praxis/states for the most up-to-date information.

If | move to another state, will my new state accept my scores?

The Praxis tests are part of a national testing program, meaning that they are required in many states for
licensure. The advantage of a national program is that if you move to another state that also requires Praxis tests,
you can transfer your scores. Each state has specific test requirements and passing scores, which you can find at
www.ets.org/praxis/states.

How do | know whether | passed the test?

Your score report will include information on passing scores for the states you identified as recipients of your
test results. If you test in a state with automatic score reporting, you will also receive passing score information
for that state.

A list of states and their passing scores for each test are available online at www.ets.org/praxis/states.

What your Praxis scores mean

You received your score report. Now what does it mean? It's important to interpret your score report correctly
and to know what to do if you have questions about your scores.

Visit http://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/sample score report.pdf to see a sample score report.
To access Understanding Your Praxis Scores, a document that provides additional information on how to read
your score report, visit www.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand.

Put your scores in perspective
Your score report indicates:
« Your score and whether you passed
- The range of possible scores
- The raw points available in each content category
- The range of the middle 50 percent of scores on the test

If you have taken the same Praxis test or other Praxis tests in the last 10 years, your score report also lists the
highest score you earned on each test taken.
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Content category scores and score interpretation

Questions on the Praxis tests are categorized by content. To help you in future study or in preparing to retake
the test, your score report shows how many raw points you earned in each content category. Compare your
“raw points earned” with the maximum points you could have earned (“raw points available”). The greater the
difference, the greater the opportunity to improve your score by further study.

Score scale changes

ETS updates Praxis tests on a regular basis to ensure they accurately measure the knowledge and skills that are
required for licensure. When tests are updated, the meaning of the score scale may change, so requirements
may vary between the new and previous versions. All scores for previous, discontinued tests are valid and
reportable for 10 years, provided that your state or licensing agency still accepts them.

These resources may also help you interpret your scores:

- Understanding Your Praxis Scores (PDF), found at www.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand

« The Praxis Passing Scores (PDF), found at www.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand

- State requirements, found at www.ets.org/praxis/states
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Appendix: Other Questions You May Have

Here is some supplemental information that can give you a better understanding of the Praxis tests.

What do the Praxis tests measure?

The Praxis tests measure the specific knowledge and skills that beginning teachers need. The tests do not
measure an individual’s disposition toward teaching or potential for success, nor do they measure your actual
teaching ability. The assessments are designed to be comprehensive and inclusive but are limited to what can
be covered in a finite number of questions and question types. Teaching requires many complex skills that are
typically measured in other ways, including classroom observation, video recordings, and portfolios.

Ranging from Agriculture to World Languages, there are more than 80 Praxis tests, which contain selected-
response questions or constructed-response questions, or a combination of both.

Who takes the tests and why?

Some colleges and universities use the Praxis Core Academic Skills for Educators tests (Reading, Writing, and
Mathematics) to evaluate individuals for entry into teacher education programs. The assessments are generally
taken early in your college career. Many states also require Core Academic Skills test scores as part of their
teacher licensing process.

Individuals entering the teaching profession take the Praxis content and pedagogy tests as part of the teacher
licensing and certification process required by many states. In addition, some professional associations and
organizations require the Praxis Subject Assessments for professional licensing.

Do all states require these tests?

The Praxis tests are currently required for teacher licensure in approximately 40 states and United States
territories. These tests are also used by several professional licensing agencies and by several hundred colleges
and universities. Teacher candidates can test in one state and submit their scores in any other state that requires
Praxis testing for licensure. You can find details at www.ets.org/praxis/states.

What is licensure/certification?

Licensure in any area—medicine, law, architecture, accounting, cosmetology—is an assurance to the public that
the person holding the license possesses sufficient knowledge and skills to perform important occupational
activities safely and effectively. In the case of teacher licensing, a license tells the public that the individual has
met predefined competency standards for beginning teaching practice.

Because a license makes such a serious claim about its holder, licensure tests are usually quite demanding. In
some fields, licensure tests have more than one part and last for more than one day. Candidates for licensure
in all fields plan intensive study as part of their professional preparation. Some join study groups, others study
alone. But preparing to take a licensure test is, in all cases, a professional activity. Because a licensure exam
surveys a broad body of knowledge, preparing for a licensure exam takes planning, discipline, and sustained
effort.

Why does my state require the Praxis tests?

Your state chose the Praxis tests because they assess the breadth and depth of content—called the “domain"—
that your state wants its teachers to possess before they begin to teach. The level of content knowledge,
reflected in the passing score, is based on recommendations of panels of teachers and teacher educators in
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each subject area. The state licensing agency and, in some states, the state legislature ratify the passing scores
that have been recommended by panels of teachers.

How were the tests developed?

ETS consulted with practicing teachers and teacher educators around the country during every step of

the Praxis test development process. First, ETS asked them what knowledge and skills a beginning teacher
needs to be effective. Their responses were then ranked in order of importance and reviewed by hundreds of
teachers.

After the results were analyzed and consensus was reached, guidelines, or specifications, for the selected-
response and constructed-response tests were developed by teachers and teacher educators. Following these
guidelines, teachers and professional test developers created test questions that met content requirements and
ETS Standards for Quality and Fairness.*

When your state adopted the research-based Praxis tests, local panels of teachers and teacher educators
evaluated each question for its relevance to beginning teachers in your state. During this “validity study, the
panel also provided a passing-score recommendation based on how many of the test questions a beginning
teacher in your state would be able to answer correctly. Your state’s licensing agency determined the final
passing-score requirement.

ETS follows well-established industry procedures and standards designed to ensure that the tests measure what
they are intended to measure. When you pass the Praxis tests your state requires, you are proving that you have
the knowledge and skills you need to begin your teaching career.

How are the tests updated to ensure the content remains current?

Praxis tests are reviewed regularly. During the first phase of review, ETS conducts an analysis of relevant state
and association standards and of the current test content. State licensure titles and the results of relevant

job analyses are also considered. Revised test questions are then produced following the standard test
development methodology. National advisory committees may also be convened to review and revise existing
test specifications and to evaluate test forms for alignment with the specifications.

How long will it take to receive my scores?

Scores for tests that do not include constructed-response questions are available on screen immediately after
the test. Scores for tests that contain constructed-response questions or essays aren't available immediately after
the test because of the scoring process involved. Official score reports are available to you and your designated
score recipients approximately two to three weeks after the test date for tests delivered continuously, or two to
three weeks after the testing window closes for other tests. See the test dates and deadlines calendar at https://
www.ets.org/praxis/register/centers dates/ for exact score reporting dates.

Can | access my scores on the web?

All test takers can access their test scores via My Praxis Account free of charge for one year from the posting
date. This online access replaces the mailing of a paper score report.

The process is easy—simply log into My Praxis Account at www.ets.org/praxis and click on your score report. If
you do not already have a Praxis account, you must create one to view your scores.

Note: You must create a Praxis account to access your scores, even if you registered by mail or phone.

*ETS Standards for Quality and Fairness (2014, Princeton, N.J.) are consistent with the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing
industry standards issued jointly by the American Educational Research Association, the American Psychological Association, and the
National Council on Measurement in Education (2014, Washington, D.C.).
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Your teaching career is worth preparing for, so start today!

Let the Praxis® Study Companion guide you.

To search for the Praxis test prep resources
that meet your specific needs, visit:

www.ets.org/praxis/testprep

To purchase official test prep made by the creators
of the Praxis tests, visit the ETS Store:

www.ets.org/praxis/store
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