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School Librarian (5312)

Test at a Glance

The Praxis® School Librarian test is designed to measure knowledge and competencies
important for safe and effective beginning practice as a school librarian.

Test Name School Librarian
Test Code 5312
Time 2 hours

Number of Questions

120 selected-response questions

Format

The test consists of a variety of selected-response questions,
where you select one or more answer choices; questions
where you enter your answer in a text box; and other types of
guestions. You can review the possible question types in
Understanding Question Types.

Test Delivery

Computer Delivered

. Approximate
Approximate Percentage
Content Categories Number of of &
Questions Examination
I. Program Administration 24 20%
Il. Organization and Access 23 19%
ll. Information Access in the 24 20%
Learning Environment
IV. Teaching and Learning 35 29%
V. Professional Development, 14 12%
Leadership, and Advocacy
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About The Test

The School Librarian test is designed to measure knowledge and competencies important for
safe and effective beginning practice as a school librarian. The test covers knowledge important
for administering a library/media program at an elementary or secondary school.

Test takers have typically completed—at the undergraduate or graduate level—a preparation
program for school librarians. The assessment is designed and developed through work with
practicing school librarians and preparation program faculty to reflect knowledge and skills
identified in the ALA/AASL/CAEP National School Librarian Standards (2019) and the AASL
National School Library Standards (2018).

The 120 selected-response questions cover program administration; organization and access;
collection development; information access in the learning environment; teaching and learning;
and professional development, leadership, and advocacy. Because the test focuses on
administering a school-level program, it does not include content specific to district-level
programs or to systems with differentiated staffing.

This test will include some questions that will not count toward your score.
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Content Topics

This list details the topics that may be
included on the test. All test questions cover
one or more of these topics.

Discussion Questions

In this section, discussion questions provide
examples of content that may be included
in the questions you receive on testing day.
They are open-ended questions or
statements intended to help test your
knowledge of fundamental concepts and
your ability to apply those concepts to
classroom or real-world situations. We do
not provide answers for the discussion
questions but thinking about the answers
will help improve your understanding of
fundamental concepts and may help you
answer a broad range of questions on the
test. Most of the questions require you to
combine several pieces of knowledge to
formulate an integrated understanding and
response. They are written to help you gain
increased understanding and facility with
the test's subject matter. You may want to
discuss these questions with a teacher or
mentor.

Program Administration

A. Understands the basic principles of
planning, implementing, and
evaluating collections, programs, and
services for the school library

1. Uses multiple sources of data to
inform ongoing organization,
administration, and evaluation of the
school library, ensuring equitable
access to information, resources, and
services for all members of the
learning community

2. Engages with teachers, staff, and
administrators to develop policies
and procedures that influence
student achievement and school
improvement efforts for all members
of the learning community

3. Uses multiple sources of data,
including action research and needs
assessment, to inform development
and management of the school
library that serves the diverse needs
of the members of the learning
community

4. Describes, organizes, and promotes
the effective use of the school
library's services, collections, and
programs for a diverse audience

5. Uses evidence-based decision
making to establish policies and
procedures to advocate the learning
community’'s maximum access to the
school library, including resources,
facilities, and services (physical and
digital)

6. Engages and builds relationships
with the learning community to
support the school library
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Discussion Questions: Program
Administration

e What are some of the tools school
librarians use to evaluate the
effectiveness of their programs?

e What methods might the school
librarian use to conduct a needs
assessment to identify and
prioritize curricular, student, and
staff needs?

e How can the school librarian
promote the school library
programs, resources, and services
to students, staff, and the
community?

¢ What are some of the
considerations involved in
developing the school library
budget?

e How does a school librarian
manage staff and volunteers
effectively?

e What legal and ethical issues are
related to school library policies
and procedures?

Organization and Access

A. Understands how to select, acquire,

and maintain resources

1. Develops, curates, organizes, and
manages a collection of resources
that utilizes evidence-based criteria
for the selection and retention of
information resources (physical and
digital) that meet the diverse
interests and needs of the learning
community

2.

Cultivates a collaborative relationship
with the learning community for
selecting and maintaining relevant
resources that align to the school’s
instructional goals and curriculum

Implements policies and procedures
that include criteria to develop,
curate, organize, and manage
resources in a variety of formats
(physical and digital) that meet the
needs and interests of the learning
community

Develops criteria that adhere to
evidence-based practices for ongoing
planning, budgeting, and evaluation
for all resources (human,
information, and physical)

B. Understands the fundamental
principles and methods of resource
organization and access

1.

Uses standardized methods for
descriptive cataloging, location, and
tracking of materials

Arranges the environment to ensure
equitable physical and intellectual
access to services and resources that
meet the needs of the learning
community

Provides an adaptable environment
for equitable access to space,
services, and resources to
accommodate multiple learning
activities in both the school library
and in virtual spaces

Collects and analyzes data pertaining
to use of materials that promote
equitable access by the learning
community

Models and promotes the ethical
practices of librarianship ensuring
privacy for all members of the
learning community
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6. Designs a schedule that provides

maximum and timely access to
materials and services by the
learning community

Discussion Questions: Organization
and Access

e Whatis a selection policy?

¢ Who should approve and adopt the
selection policy?

e What is the relationship between
the curriculum, the school
community, and the development
of a selection policy?

e What are the standard procedures
for the physical arrangement and
placement of materials?

e What should a school librarian
consider when determining
procedures for borrowing,
renewing, and reserving materials?

e What are some methods for
promoting new resources and
services to the school and the
greater community?

Information Access in the Learning
Environment

1.

Demonstrates knowledge of a variety
of technologies, resources, and
services and their uses to support the
needs of the learning community

Identifies and facilitates access to a
variety of information types (physical
and digital) that reflect the diverse
cultural and learning needs of all
users

Identifies, competently uses, and
demonstrates current and emerging
technological trends in the
profession as they relate to teaching
and learning

Models and facilitates the use of
current and emerging digital
information research strategies and
tools

Identifies technologies that facilitate
networking, resource sharing, and
access to information for the
learning community

B. Understands how to provide equitable

access to services and resources for
all users

1.

Organizes the school library to
address the diverse developmental,
physical, cultural, social, and
linguistic needs of all learners

Ensures that all learners have
equitable access to and
opportunities to use services and
resources

Provides a physical and/or virtual

environment for safely sharing and
disseminating information

C. Knows how to adhere to laws and

policies that support ethical use of
services, resources, and information

1.

Advocates for intellectual freedom
and adheres to laws and policies
regarding privacy for all users

Promotes the ethical use of
information by modeling effective
methods of locating, evaluating, and
citing information to meet specific
needs



3. Articulates and demonstrates
compliance with laws and practices
related to intellectual property,
copyright, fair use, and plagiarism for
physical and digital resources

Discussion Questions: Information
Access in the Learning Environment

e What criteria can be used to
validate information gathered from
various technologies?

e How can a school librarian apply
current and emerging technologies
to school library management,
programs, and services?

e What are the benefits of developing
relationships with other libraries?

e How does the physical arrangement
of the school library affect equal
access?

e What are the legal and ethical
issues related to intellectual
property, copyright, and plagiarism
for various formats of materials?

Teaching and Learning

Understands how to instruct and
support the learning community in
developing information literacy and
reading skills for

a variety of physical and digital
sources

1. Promotes a variety of literature,
authors, awards, and trends of
children’s and young adult literature
and informational resources to
support reading for pleasure,
information, and lifelong learning
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2. Designs and instructs inquiry-based

processes to develop information,
media, visual, and digital literacies

3. Collaborates with other teachers to

integrate instructional strategies for
using inquiry-based learning for all
grades and disciplines

4. Designs and implements instruction

that integrates the American
Association of School Librarian (AAS
L) Standards to positively affect
student learning

5. Provides students with opportunities

to engage with a wide variety of
physical and digital resources

6. Advocates for the development

of information literacy and the
appropriate use of technology for
the academic and personal success
for all learners

7. Designs instruction and provides an

environment that promotes
equitable and ethical use of
information, services, and resources
for all members of the school
community

Understands how to design
developmentally and culturally
responsive evidence-based learning
experiences

Collaborates with other teachers

to integrate developmentally
appropriate research processes into
the curriculum

2. Uses differentiated instructional

strategies to deepen students’ ability
to understand and create meaning
from a variety of sources
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10.

Applies knowledge of developmental
characteristics (physical, social,
cognitive, and emotional) of students
and cultural influences that affect
learning to plan diverse learning
experiences that meet the needs of
all students

Provides a variety of challenging and
relevant experiences for learners to

engage with resources, information,
and technology

Uses a variety of assessment
methods and data sources to inform
and improve student learning

Supports the needs of all

students by providing learning
opportunities that foster awareness
and respect of diverse viewpoints

Promotes and models the ethical and
appropriate use of technology as a
resource for learning

Applies a variety of behavior
management strategies that
facilitates the learning of all students

Establishes a safe and supportive
learning environment within the
school library

Implements motivational strategies
to promote learning and personal
growth for all students

Discussion Questions: Teaching and
Learning

Why is teaching information literacy
skills in collaboration with a
classroom teacher more
meaningful to students than
teaching skills in isolation?

What is the role of the school
librarian in collaboration?

What constitutes an observable and
measurable instructional objective?

How can a school librarian address
the needs of diverse learners?

How can a school librarian
collaborate with teachers to design
opportunities for inquiry-based
learning?

How is assessment used to inform
instruction?

How is classroom management of
the school library similar and
different from classroom
management in a classroom?
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Professional Development,
Leadership, and Advocacy

C. Knows how to plan and facilitate
professional development activities
and advocate for the school library in
the learning community

1. Advocates for the role and functions
of professional relationships with the
learning community to advance an
effective school library with a
qualified school librarian

2. Maintains and improves knowledge
and skills by regularly participating in
district, building, and grade-level
meetings about curriculum and
assessment

3. Plans and leads professional
development for the learning
community that promotes the
effective use of the school library for
positively affecting learner growth

4, s actively involved with school and
district committees, school and
community activities, and
professional networks

5. Collaborates with the learning
community to support curriculum,
instruction, and student growth

6. Is aware of major legislation and
policies regarding the school library
and the learning community

7. Promotes and models the ethical
and responsible use of intellectual
property, information, media, and
technology by adhering to
established laws and policies

8. Advocates for the school’s library
services, resources, and programs

10

Discussion Questions: Professional
Development, Leadership and
Advocacy

e How does major legislation related
to the field of library science affect
policies, programs, and services?

e What is advocacy for the
profession?

e What can the school librarian do to
advocate for a school library
program within the school and the
community?

e How does the school librarian
collaborate with the learning
community to support curriculum,
instruction, and student growth?

¢ How does the school librarian plan
and lead professional development
for the learning community that
promotes the effective use of the
school library?
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School Librarian (5312) Sample Test Questions

Sample Questions

The sample questions that follow represent a number of the types of questions and topics that
appear on the test. They are not, however, representative of the entire scope of the test in
either content or difficulty. Answers with explanations follow the questions.

Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by suggested
answers or completions. Select the one that is best in each case.

1. Which of the following best describes the principle of intellectual freedom as it pertains to
ensuring equitable access to services in a school library?

(A) Cooperating with the school staff in building collections that meet the developmental
and maturity levels of a diverse population of learners

(B) Protecting the rights of an author’'s ownership and control over creative literary works
when accessed by students for independent research

(C) Providing resources and opportunities for students that create and maintain an
atmosphere of free inquiry characteristic of a democratic society

(D) Maintaining collections of print and digital materials that represent diverse viewpoints
on current and historical issues

2. Aclassroom teacher and school librarian collaborate on developing a project-based
learning experience in mathematics. The challenge in the project is for students to examine
trends in housing, predict the future of housing designs, and use geometric modeling skills
to design a house that supports their predictions. Which of the following should be the
culminating activity in the project?

(A) Restating the challenge and ultimate goal of the design-a-house project in their own
words

(B) Having peers use an analytic rubric to evaluate the final design of the house using
multiple criteria

(C) Organizing information about the resources used to meet the design-a-house challenge
in a database

(D) Giving a ten-minute presentation about why their house will be necessary and useful in
the future

11
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3. Aschool librarian considers ways to provide an environment in the school library that
promotes equitable and culturally responsive learning experiences to best meet the needs
of a culturally diverse student population. Which of the following instructional strategies is
best for the librarian to use in meeting the targeted goal?

(A) Using wait time for a minimum of 3 to 5 seconds to allow students to formulate a verbal
response to a teacher- or peer-generated question

(B) Making eye contact with students during discussions to show respect for and interest in
students’ engagement and expecting them to show the same behavior in return

(C) Asking higher-order questions during instructional activities and using random oral-
response techniques such as numbered heads, color-coded cards, or calling sticks to
require students to respond to the questions

(D) Asking students to share real-life family experiences that relate to literacy activities and
demonstrate a connection that school learning has to their lives outside of school

4. The American Library Association recognizes its responsibility under the Americans with
Disabilities Act to provide maximum access to library services for all students. Which of the
following computer adaptive technologies is likely to be most supportive of a student with a
disability whose symptoms include muscle stiffness and spasms and who is conducting
independent research?

(E) A full-featured on-screen keyboard that provides text prediction, enlarged lighted keys,
and hovering as a means of entering keystrokes

(F) A computer-based instant-messaging technology allowing the student to visually
connect with others instead of engaging in oral communication

(G) A computer with a program that scans printed text, reads the text aloud through
synthetic speech, and prints the text in braille

(H) Computer monitors that are at least seventeen inches to enhance visual accessibility in
the school library

5. Which of the following online educational resources is best for a student to use when
seeking citation guidelines?

(A) Everfi

(B) Discovery Education
(C) Learning for Justice
(D) Purdue OWL

12
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6. Which of the following technologies is likely to be most effective in supporting a school

8.

librarian’s efforts to network and share information with other professionals in the field
with similar roles and responsibilities?

(A) Monitoring online job postings for librarians to gain a greater understanding of skills
currently needed to remain relevant and successful in the field

(B) Reviewing professional critiques to acquire knowledge of repository platforms that are
currently available for use in cataloging and circulating a school library’s physical
resource materials

(O) Joining an internet-based group of school and public librarians that provides
information on challenges encountered in using new technologies and techniques to
overcome them

(D) Engaging actively in webinars and interactive focus groups sponsored by professional
library organizations that have relevance to the emerging expertise in technologies
important in furthering student learning

A school librarian engages in a personal action research project to help improve the library
program in meeting the diverse needs of the learning community. Which of the following
describes a component of action research that will best help the librarian achieve the goal?

(A) ldentifying as a meaningful target for investigation a focus question that determines an
aspect of school library management proved to be successful in other schools

(B) Analyzing and writing summary reports of qualitative data collected from surveys of
students regarding perceptions of library services

(C) Reviewing academic journals for research-based changes that can make the school
media center more welcoming and supportive of students’ use of multiple resources

(D) Collecting and analyzing relevant data and reflecting on how the data support current
practices or indicate what does not work in the effective functioning of school libraries

Which of the following motivational strategies is likely to be most effective for a school
librarian to implement in promoting learning and personal growth for all students?

(A) Praising students for their efforts and encouraging academic achievement by nurturing
their unique abilities and talents

(B) Setting daily learning goals for students and formally evaluating each student’s
achievement at the end of each lesson

(C) Encouraging students to take responsibility for their learning by determining an internal
rationale for achieving academic goals

(D) Establishing high standards for all students in the class at a level that requires them to
struggle as they work to meet those expectations

13
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9. Aschool librarian teaches a student who has a Section 504 plan for reading. Which FOUR of
the following accommodations might be most appropriate for the librarian to use in the
school library for providing instruction and evaluating the student?

(A) Allowing the student to take additional time to complete a task

(B) Providing a space for the student to take an assessment in a small-group setting

(C) Creating an alternative research project for the student to engage in

(D) Grading the student’s work using a different evaluation rubric than one used for other
students

(E) Providing the student with an audio recording of a text instead of having the student
read it

(F) Allowing the student to give a response in either spoken or written form

10. A school librarian serves as an integral member of an elementary school's professional
development committee that focuses on improving the literacy curriculum. In which of the
following ways can the librarian make the greatest contribution to the collaborative goal?

(A) Helping literacy teachers connect lesson plan goals and objectives to a variety of print
and technology resources across grade levels

(B) Working with elementary teachers to review and decide on picture books for the school
library that support students’ early learning in literacy

(C) Sharing research articles published in professional teacher journals that focus on the
latest trends in literacy curriculum and instruction

(D) Engaging teachers in conversations about how to adapt the library space to better
enrich the learning experience for all students

11. Which of the following is the best way for a school librarian to encourage all staff members
to use the school library's resources?

(A) Collecting and posting data on the technology resources the staff members think the
students use most effectively

(B) Sponsoring a staff contest with prizes to design bookmarks containing the library's
mission statement

(O) Informing staff by e-mail twice a month of upcoming events and anticipated updates to
the collection

(D) Reinforcing the digital literacy of all staff by providing links to free self-training and self-
assessment modules

14
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12.

13.

14.

Which THREE of the following are the most appropriate ways to organize a large fiction
collection in an elementary school library to make the collection as accessible as possible to
the students?

(A) Arranging the books on shelving units by their readability level

(B) Placing the most popular books and series in selected subject areas in special displays

(C) Organizing books alphabetically by the author’s last name on standard library shelving

(D) Allocating separate sections of bookcases for picture books, early readers, and longer
chapter books

A school librarian and a third-grade teacher collaborate to provide developmentally
appropriate instruction in curriculum-based research processes. Which of the following
activities is best for supporting students at this level in learning research skills?

(A) Having students paraphrase contrasting information found in a preselected list of
sources

(B) Having students gather details from informational picture books and answer a list of
prepared questions

(C) Having students take notes on information in print sources and sort the evidence into
ready-to-use categories

(D) Having students find two current articles on a topic of interest and summarize the
articles in outline form

A school librarian sets a professional goal of demonstrating current and emerging trends in
technology related to furthering student learning when learners visit the school library.
Which of the following describes a technology that is best suited to achieve the targeted
goal?

(A) Using social media to communicate with students about resources and hours that the
local library is open for students to use for school-related needs

(B) Creating a virtual bookshelf app that identifies print resources categorized by factors
such as genre, age level, or theme for students to access in school or remotely

(C) Teaching students to use a word processing program to write reviews of favorite books
and post a copy of the reviews on bulletin boards for all students to see

(D) Broadcasting continuous updates on a large TV screen in the library to inform students
about upcoming school events and programs

15
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15.

16.

17.

Which of the following is the award given annually by the Association for Library Service to
Children (ALSC) to honor “the author(s) and illustrator(s) of the most distinguished
contribution to the body of American children’s literature known as beginning reader books
published in the United States during the preceding year?”

(A) Children’s Literature Legacy Award
(B) Theodor Seuss Geisel Medal

() Randolph Caldecott Medal

(D) John Newbery Medal

Which of the following is the best way for a school librarian to build relationships with the
school’s stakeholders and learning community?

(A) Creating a positive relationship with community members by personally visiting
businesses and organizations

(B) Designing a research project on ways the larger community can create interest in the
value of school media centers

(C) Researching opportunities for students to participate in experiential learning activities
that take place in the community during school breaks

(D) Coordinating with local businesses to design curriculum-based learning experiences for
students both inside and outside the classroom

Which of the following best describes a librarian’s collaborative relationship in maintaining a
school library’s resources that align with students’ instructional goals?

(A) Developing technological avenues that facilitate student access to library materials and
resources beyond the school day

(B) Consulting with staff in selecting resources that complement and enrich textbooks and
support research-based teaching methodologies

(C) Adding print and electronic materials to a school library’s collection that reflect the
diversity of the society outside the school environment

(D) Expanding collections on an ongoing basis to ensure that students have access to the
newest and most relevant external resources

16
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18.

19.

20.

The population of an elementary school includes a number of English learners (ELs) at the
A1 beginner level. Which of the following types of print resources are appropriate to include
in the library’s collection to support the linguistic needs of those ELs?

(A) Print-based reference resources that show the evolution of political maps and symbols
representing different countries around the world

(B) Chapter books written in English with an accompanying audio version that ELs can listen
to while following along with the printed text

(C) Picture books depicting holiday celebrations around the world and representing
different cultural traditions for ELs to read and enjoy

(D) Books on curriculum-based topics that have been written or translated to reflect the
linguistic pluralism of the student population of the school

A high school history teacher engages students in a unit of study on the history of the labor
movement in America. To make the unit more relevant, the teacher and librarian
collaborate in creating a supplementary learning experience for students in the school
library. Which of the following activities is likely to be most engaging and relevant to
students as they gain knowledge of the unit content?

(A) Researching major events that took place during a large-scale worker strike and writing
a summary describing the causes and effects of the strike on the economy

(B) Conducting an online search for information about federal laws that protect workers’
rights and creating posters on the topic to share with peers

(C) Finding articles in newspapers and magazines about current labor-related issues and
writing essays comparing current conditions to conditions of the past

(D) Using technology to locate primary sources that contain commentary and photographs
about child labor practices and working conditions of the past and creating a digital slide
presentation

Which of the following best identifies the primary rationale for school librarians to be
actively involved with professional networks?

(A) To remain informed about library-related issues and use the information in a leadership
role to provide greater learning opportunities for colleagues and students

(B) To learn new instructional strategies to use in co-teaching lessons with teachers using
the latest advances in technology-based learning

(C) To integrate new knowledge acquired through reading articles in professional journals
into professional development efforts related to curriculum design

(D) To support advocacy within the school's learning community for including additional
resources in a media center that overcome identified weaknesses

17
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21.

22.

23.

Which of the following is likely to be most efficient in helping upper elementary students
learn to locate print-based nonfiction resources in an elementary school library?

(A) Arranging sections of the collection alphabetically by the author’s last name

(B) Designating specific sections of shelving for nonfiction texts related to curriculum-based
themes

(C) Shelving books by the reading level of the texts in the nonfiction sections of the catalog

(D) Demonstrating the use of a digital catalog that can be searched by author, title, subject,
or keyword

During a professional development workshop, a school librarian provides information to
teachers on the steps that comprise the instructional framework for inquiry-based learning.
The librarian and classroom teachers then work collaboratively to design projects for
students that follow the structure. Which of the following is the best first step the librarian
and teachers should take in supporting a student engaging in the inquiry-learning process?

(A) Asking students to choose a topic to investigate and complete a graphic organizer that
frames what is known about the subject and what the learner wants to learn during the
research process

(B) Introducing students to strategies for evaluating online informational resource